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PREFACE 


HH E following Sermon was intirely 
=> finiſh'd and actually in the Preſs, 
as it now ſtands, ſome days before 
the coming out of Mr. J/þiſton's odd 
Medley of Quotations. Neverthe- 
= if I had found any thing, in that extraor- 
dinary Piece, worthy a ſpecial attention; I wou'd 
have been at the pains of inſerting it in the 
body of my Diſcourſe, But, upon the "niceſt 
peruſal, I have been able to pick nothing out 
of it, which could deſerve ſuch. a compliment. 
The Texts art fo jumbled, and often ſo foreigu 
the Remarks ſo trivial, and little to the purpoſe z 
and the Whole is fo puff'd with affectation of 
Learning, and yet ſo very empty of the reality 
that I ſhould not think it worth the leaſt notice, 
but, for that regard I owe, and ſhall always be 
careful to pay, to the Public in general. 
Had this Gentleman been as ſincerely fond of 
Truth, and as much in earneſt about clearing up 
the important Doctrin concerning the eternal Du- 
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; (iv ) 
rdlion of future Puniſbments, as he pretends to 
be; he would have ſearch'd to the © ging and 
not been content to play and loiter about the 
ſurface of it, without once attempting to go any 
deeper. To place this matter in a full obvious 


and deciſive light, he ſhould have conſider'd the 


divine principles on which it is eſſentially built, 
as inſinit Mercy, infinit Juſtice, immutable Truth, 
and. their inſeparable relations to one another in 


Cop; the Covenant which the Al MuIGHTv 


graciouſly enter'd into with his Creature, and 
the Means Free- will and Grace, he afforded the 
Creature to fulfil that Covenant; the inſinil hei- 


' mouſneſs inſolence and obſtinacy of the Creature 


in breaking it, offending infinit Juſtice, and 


rejecting invoir Mercy; the infinit Satisfaction 
due to init Offences, as compared with the 


limited nature of the Offender, &c. All theſe 
are Points, on the conſideration of which eſſen- 
tially depends the deciſion of the Doctrin in 
queſtion 3 and the want of weighing which with 
all the deliberation that is neceſſary has cauſed 
ſome letter-lull'd Divines to ſplit upon the rock 
of error in the very noon-light of evidence. 

But then to take ſo many profound ſubjects 
into conſideration, and to talk of them cohe- 
rently, is a laborious task, requires a good deal 
of Study, ſome real Learning, and no ſmall 
knowledge of Divinity. It is more eaſy, ſooner 


| done, and makes a much greater ſhew of Learns 


ing, in the Eyes of the illiterate Vulgar, to hud- 
dle together, by the help of a Concordance, 
however 
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{'v) 
however confuſedly, an ill-pick'd heap of in- 
congruous Texts, and wire-draw them to the 
End propoſed, by theſe unanſwerable argu- 


ments 2 perbaps it ſcems 1 imagin 
. 1 ſuppoſe -I believe - I fancy I 
aſcribe ----- T take it and ſuch like conjec- 


tural Demonſtrations. And that is the very 
Method the voluminous Mr. piſton has thought 
the moſt proper to make uſe of, throughout his 
Treatiſe againſt the proper Ezernity of the fu- 
ture Puniſhments of the Wicked, He has, it 
muſt be own'd, been laviſh enough of Scrip- 
ture; but what method has he obſerved in quo- 
ting it? Why truly, none at all. He has given 
us ſome Texts, proving the Eternity of Gon's 
Mercy, which no Believer in Gop can diſpute z 
and theſe he has wreſted to prove that the fu- 
ture Puniſhments of the Wicked cannot be eter- 
val. Others he has brought, which aſſert bat 
Eternity in as exprels terms as can be made uſe 
of; and theſe he impotently labours to quibble 
away with an idle chicanery on the import of 
the words in Greek, of which he has given us 
a few inſtances; and one in Hebrew, which he 
has had the modeſty to give us in Italic charac- 
ters. But the much greater part of the Texts, 
he has ſo liberally beſtow'd upon us, he might 
as well have appropriated to à Treatiſe againſt 


the Bleſſed Trinity. However, he has made 


ſhift to tack them to the reſt, and wreſt them 
alike to his mercileſs purpoſe, by the help of 
ſuch childiſh Remarks, and pueril Conjectures, 
a8 
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12. 
as would be inexcuſable in any Man of Senſe; 
"Who was not of his years. 

To come to a perfect knowledge of Reveal'd 
Truths, it is, without doubt, abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to recur to that ſacred repoſitory of Divine 
Revelations, the Hol v ScrxiyTURES. But 
ſtill to obtain any light from the ſacred myſte- 
| ries there enſhrined, tis eſſentially neceflary alſo, 
in reading them, to keep always in view the 
Divine Attributes of that eternal ſovereign 
Truth who dictated them; and to eye thoſe 
Attributes abſtracted from all the imperfections 
which our groveling Conception is apt to veſt 
them with. This is one means indiſpenſably re- 
quiſit towards a right underſtanding of Holy 
Writ, eſpecially where Texts ſeem to contra- 
dict one another. And without this means, it 
will be totally impoſſible to reconcile any ſeem- 
ingly oppoſn terms of expreſſion we there meet 
with: On the contrary, we muſt lie open to 
the moſt wretched inevitable confuſion, 

Indeed the laborious Gentleman above-men- 
tion'd, to make ſome amends for his deficiency 
in ſo material a point, has given us a ſlip- 
knotted ſtring of Authors, fome of credit and 
ſome of none, as a ſupport to his odd con- 


jectures, and has been abfent enough to think 


them to his purpoſe, What is very ſingular, 
. and quite in his own way, is the Method he 
has obſerved in doing this. Thoſe venerable 
Fathers whoſe authority againſt him all his ar- 
tzfice could not elude, he has been pleaſed very 

modeſtly 
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modeſtly to paſs over un- noticed, or to bal 
with the Title of Heretic; and ſuch avow'd 
Heretics as chime with him in his errors, he 
has moſt generouſly promoted to the dignity of 
Fathers. By the authority of ſuch as theſe he 
has apocryphiſed many Texts of authentic Scrip- 
ture, and by his own undiſputed authority, has 
ſwell'd the Sacred Code with apocryphal and 
even ſpurious Writings, Where. an Author of 
venerable authority can, however forcibly, be 
diſtorted to ſerve a turn, he is mention'd with 
reſpect; and where he is too plain for the moſt 
barefaced confidence to pervert, or elude, we 
are told, he is corrupted by interpolations, and 
therefore not to be depended upon; or elſe that 
what he ſays is a philoſophic Romance, or à pas- 
tic Flight, and conſequently of little weight: 
And yet when occaſion ſerves again, the phila- 
ſophic Fables of a Heathen are to be the re- 
ceived plan of a Chriſtian Syſtem z and Homer 
and Virgil are orthodox Divines. 

But what is more curious ſtill, is, that this 


Gentleman's fondneſs for the idol of his own 


brain, his new-fangled dn, Hades, has induced 
him to make uſe of thoſe very paſſpges in the 
ancient Roman-Catholick Writers, in which 
they are manifeſtly arguing for a Purgatory, as 
ſo many authorities for his chimerical interme- 
diate State; tho? it is ſelf. evident that the one 
Syſtem has nothing in common with the other. 
However, ſome authorities muſt be produced 
to countenance a fiction which otherwiſe cou'd 

not 
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not be ſwallow'd by the groſſeſt ignorance; and 
therefore all plunder is lawful prize to a man 
who is determin'd upon gaining his point at any 
rate; or appearing at leaſt to do ſo, with ſuch 
credulous Readers as take upon truſt what they 
either have not leiſure or want opportunity of 
examining farther into. 

Another artifice this Author ſeems to triumph 
much in, is, a ſophiſtic affectation of reaſoning 
away the Doctrin in queſtion, by the very Similes 
made uſe of in Scripture to explain it, ſuch as 
that of the Chaff, Matt. iii. Whence he ar- 
gues, p. 42. that as the Wicked are compared 
to the Chaff, which is entirely burnt up for it's 
deſtruction, it plainly implies that their Puniſh- 
ment ſhall be ended by an utter deſtruction, or 
what we ſhould call Annihilation. But is not this 
_ egregious trifling ? For beſides that every Student 
in Philoſophy knows that the Caf, which is 
burnt up by fire, is not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, to- 
tally annihilated, but rather corrupted into a 
different ſubſtance: If Mr, Vbiſten mean'd to 
perſonate the Divine, the Philoſopher, or the 
Man of Letters, he ſhould have remember*d 
that for Parities, Compariſons, or Similes to be 
good and juſt, it is by no means material for 
them to run parallel in every circumſtancial par- 
ticular, but in ſuch only as they are brought to 
expreſs. Thus St. John Baptiſt, to give ſome 
expreſs idea of the Torments deſtin'd for the 
Wicked, compares their perſons to the Chaff: 
and as long as the parity. gives the anology be- 

tween 


(ix) 
tween both, with regard to their being the deſ— 
tin'd fuel of fire; it matters little whether there 
is any farther anology in it, or not: The parity is 
ſtrictly juſt in the particular it was uſed to expreſs, 
and that is ſufficient. But to conclude, becauſe 
they are analogous with regard to the Circum- 
ſtance of burning, that therefore they muſt be 
ſo too with regard to the Length of their Dura- 
tion, is ſuch reaſoning as may be tolerated in a 
man while he is dreaming, but will by no means 
bear telling when he awakes. For a proof of 
this I ſhall content myſelf with bringing one 
inſtance out of Eſdras, as quoted by this Gen- 
tleman : As the Heavens, ſays Eſdras, are higher 
than the Earth, ſo are his (Gop's) ways higher 
than our ways. Now would it not ſet this Gen- 
tleman o'yawning, ſhould any man tell him with 
a grave face: Lately, in my fleep, me- 
„thought, in reading the fourth of Eſaras, I 
found out that the Diſtance between our Ways 
* and thoſe of God is not abſolutely infinit; 
for that Diſtance is compared only to the 
«© Space between Heaven and Earth, which can- 
* not poſſibly be infinit?ꝰ However Mr. Whi/- 
ten might excuſe the Dreamer, I fancy he would 
hardly, if perfectly awake himſelf, take ſuch a 
dream for a rational argument. But I have dwelt 
longer on this ſubje&t than the weight of it de- 
lerves; and I ſhould chink myſelf blameable for 
ſo doing; if Reatonings, like theſe, did not 
make up* moſt of the weightieſt arguments in 
that Author's Animadverſions, 


I The 
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The two main Pillars, however, on which 
he builds his whole ſophiſtic machinery, are ----- 
Firſt, that the Words cu, Olam, in Hebrew, 
and Alo, Ain, in the Greek, do by no means 
ſignify a Co- eternity with Gop : Second, that 
St. Joan; in the Apocalypſe, calls the Damna-' 
tion of the Wicked a ſecond Death. But, on 
how quick-ſanded a bottom theſe principles are 
grounded, will beſt appear from examining them 
ſeparately. 

Firſt then it is very true, that theſe words 
do not ſtrictly import a Co. eternity with Gop, 
in any of his Creatures: For Co-eternity, in the 
true ſenſe of the word, ſignifies a Duration 
equal with That of Gop, as well z parte ante 


or anteriorly, as a parte poſt or for the future : 


Which is probably the reaſon why no word is 
ever made ufe of, in the ſacred Scripture, liable 
to ſuch an interpretation, where Creatures are 
ſpoken of: And this may ſerve for an anſwer 
to his trivial remark, p. 97. as far as it relates 
to Hell-Torments. For as to his unpious Hint, 
with regard to the Antiquity of the Son of Gop, 
it is foreign to the preſent purpoſe to take any 
notice of it; eſpecially as I deſign hereafter to 
treat that matter at large. It is nothing better 
then than a mere quibble of Mr. Viſton's, to 
pretend that the terms, Olam and Ain, were 
ever taken by any in a co-efernal ſenſe. For ſuch 
Divines and Fathers, as have made uſe of the 
word co-eternal, have applied it only in a limited 
improper ſenſe, as ſignifying a Duration equal to 

that 
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that of Gon, merely @ parte poſt, or n 
But this is too trite a remark among the truly 


learned, to need inſiſting on any farther. 

It is equally true, that thoſe words do ſome- 
times mean no more than an Age, or ſometimes 
a limited, or ſometimes an undetermin'd Dura- 
tion. But it is abſolutely inconſiſtent with truth 
to ſay, that they never naturally and ſtrictly 
ſignify an endleſs, eternal, properly eternal Dura- 
tion, a parte poſt, or for the fulure, even when 
applied to Creatures. 

The natural ſenſe then of the above-men- 
tion'd words in diſpute, is ----- the utmoſt Du- 
ration of the Perſons or Things, they are ſpoken 
of, or appropriated to. Thus, when they are 
ſpoken of Things, in their nature, af a limited 
Duration; they ſignify nothing more, than that 
they ſhall /aff for as durable an Age as their periſh- 
able Exiſtence will admit of : But when they are 
applied to Go p, or to ſuch of his Creatures as 
are immortal in an eſſential part of their ſub- 
ſtance, they abſolutely import an endleſs Dura- 
tion. And that this Latter is the natural true 
import of the words in queſtion, is evident from 
the very Etymon of the Greek Aua, Aion, which 
is Act, Aei, SEMBER, forever and the Root of 
the Hebrew h, Olam, which is h, Elem, 
and ſignifies ABSCONDITUM, INVESTIGA- 
BILE, hidden or unſearchable, and whence is 
form'd 27, Olam, 8ECULUM &ATERNUM, 
an endleſs Age, or a Duration, as it were, hid- 
den and unſearchable in it's Beginning, and 

'B 2 End : 


guage. 


(xi) 
End: An elegance peculiar to the Hebrew Lan- 


Now to know for certain when the words ον, 
Olam, and Awy, Aion, or their Derivatives, im- 


port an eternal Duration, or only a limited one 


we are to examin into the Nature of the Beings 
they are applied to. If it be ſuch as requires 
their Exiſtence to ceaſe ; they muſt mean no- 
thing more than an Age, or a very laſting Du- 
ration: But if it is eſſentially indefectible, as 
that of the Divine Being is PER SE, itſelf, and 
all Intellectual Beings are PER IPSUM, by bim; 
then they muſt naturally imply an endleſs, eter- 
nal, properly eternal Exiſtence. Thus where they 
are applied to the ceremonial Laws of the Jeus; 
it is evident, they can mean nothing more than 
that thoſe Laws ſhould have exiſtence till the 
coming of Chriſt, and no longer: At which 
time they were eſſentially to ceaſe, and give way 


to the more glorious Diſpenſation of the Law 


of Grace, So when ſpoken of the Servitude of 


Gentil Inhabitants among the Jets; they can 
ſignify only a continual Bondage during their 
natural life. But when they are made uſe of to 


ſignify the Duration of Gop's Divine Attri- 
butes, or the Exiſtence of his intellectual Crea - 
tures in a future State; they muſt ſignify an eter- 
nal, properly eternal Laſtingneſs: Both being 
equally immortal and indefectible by nature, a 
parte poſt, or futurely z with this difference only, 
that the Ox is ſo PER SE, of himſelf, the 


Ang 


Others PER ALIUM, | from another, 


(x) 

And this Rule, if carefully attended to by 

Hebrew and Greek Readers of Holy Writ, will 

ſerve them as a ſure and ſafe Key to find the 

true Senſe of the above-mention*d words where- 
ever they meet with them throughout the whole 

Sacred Code, 

But to return to our Subject, that Mankind 
are eternal Beings, properly eternal, A PARTE 
posT, that is, with regard to their future State, 
but efpecially the Bleſſed (and why they are ſo) 
David tells us in Pfalm cxii. d ay > 
PAESLANAL i Y 12. Or; as rey duns & 
gaheuIyoriray as jp poouvoY eunvicy Exam ixar, 
QUuIA NON COMMOVEBITUR IN SECULUM, 
IN MEMORIA /AETERNA ERIT JUSTUS. Be- 
cauſe, (ſays David) he will not be moved (or 
diſturb'd) in any Age, therefore the Juſt Man 


ſhall be in eternal memory. So that the Bleſſed, 


at leaſt, according to the royal Prophet, muſt 
be eternal; and that becauſe he is immoveable 
and not to be diſturb'd by Defection or Anni- 
hilation, which furely is the worſt of diſtur- 
bance. Nor is he only indefectible in a limited 
ſenſe, but not to be moved in any Age, as the 
ſtrict literal tranſlation imports and muſt import. 
For there needs no great ſhare of Philoſophy to 


know that Negatio eff malignantis nature is one 


of the firſt principles in logic. A Negation is 
malignant in it's nature, and deſtroys all, which 
it affects: And as the Negation here affects the 
whole Phraſe, it muſt neceſſarily deſtroy not 
only all Commotion, or Diſturbance, in the Juſt 

Man, 
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Man, but every Age, or Period, in' which it 
can be ſuppoſed poſlible. 

It is very worthy to be remark'd too, that the 
very ſame Terms ]π¾/)]́ĩ D, Leolam, and as Tov 
euwya, Eis ton aidna, ary, Qlam, and auwyoy, 
Aignion, which are equally uſed in this Text to 
ſignify both an Age and Eternity with regard to 
created Beings, are equally applied in innume- 
rable places of the Holy Scripture to the Dura- 
tion of the Divine Being. So that granting that 
the word gucßvbios, SYNA1D105, be never uſed 
to fignify the Duration of 'any created Being, 
what can this Gentleman infer to his purpoſe } 
It is ſelf-evident, that the very terms above- 
mention'd, ſo often uſed in Scripture to expreſs 
the ulmoſt Duration of Creatures, are very com- 
monly alſo uſed there to expreſs the Duration of 
Gop's Attributes: Which would be highly de- 
rogatory to his infinit Greatneſs; were not the 
words naturally ſignificative of an Eternity pro- 
perly ſuch. I ſhall content myſelf, for brevity's 
ſake, with giving one inſtance in a kind, and 
then take leave of this piddling topic. 

In the xxvib. of Leviticus, the Law for 
Bondſmen runs thus: 251229 e ru 
D7Y7 u οe HU DINNR, Ka | XaTAfLeprerTs 
EUTES reis TEYCIS dae Ar vas. KH, toollos uu 
XAATOY ICE eis TOY out. ET HEREDITATE 
TRANSMITTETIS ILLOS AD POSTEROS ET 
POSSIDEBITIS IN ZA£TERNUM ( /ive IN $E- 
CULUM.) And ye ſhall transfer them to your 
2 1 and 2 Poſſeſs them farever, (or to 


an 
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n Axe.) Concerning the ineffable Atttibute of 
ob's immutable Truth, David, in Pſalm 
vii. 2. ſays: D Mm NR, Kar n A 
8 xypis As, us Toy ounva. ET VERITAS 
IE HOVÆ (ſex Domini) MANET IN ATER- 
nuM (Aue IN SECULUM.) And the Truth of 
the Lord remains forever (or to an Age.) Surely 
an Age muſt here mean an Age of Eternity? 
But let us proceed. The ſame Royal Prophet in 


 Plalm cxix. 98. uſes again the ſame expreſſion 


concerning the Divine Law: WN am? , 
ort £15 TOY ouwve ty, sgt.. QUIA IN ATERNUM 
MIH1I (vel MEUM) EST. Becauſe it is ever 
before me (or mine.) In Pſalm cxii. above quoted, 
we ſee he has appropriated the ſame terms to the 
duration of the Bleſſed.” And Jeremiah, in his 
xxxiii d. Chap. ver. ult. ſpeaking of the Wicked, 
does the ſame. His words are remarkably ex- 
preſſive: Pay Mah) PHY Nan PIRyY NM 
um N WW. Ken Sow EE H oi‘ arwytory 
„ aTIuRY αο¹. , Aris ou tmihySnoras. ET 
D ABO SUPER VOS OPPROBRIUM SEMPI- 
TERNUM ET IGNOMINIAM ATERNAM 
QUA NUNQUAM OBLIVIONE DELEBITUR, 
And T will bring upon you an ever.ujiing Re- 
proach, and an eternal Shame, which ſhall never 
be forgotten (or ſhall never be effaced by Obli- 
vion.) Muſt it not then be properly eternal? 

I might bring innumerable other Texts of this 
ſort; if I cared to be as prolix as the long- 
winded Mr. Vhiſton: But thoſe I have already 


produced are ſufficient to prove what I have 
advanced, 
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advanced, and to ſhew how wretchedly low, as 
well as idle and undoctrinal, are the page- ſwel. 
ling Quibbles about mere words, with which 
that Gentleman has been pleaſed to bloat his laſt 
Production. But it is time to examin the ſecond 
grand Pillar of ſupport to his mighty Battery 
againſt the proper Eternity of Hell Forments. 

I could hardly have expected that a Man, 
whoſe indefatigable Drudgery, in poring over the 
monuments of learned Antiquity, ſhould, me- 
thinks, entitle him to ſome Thought, wou'd 
have been abfent enough to reaſon ſo very un- 
pertinently on ſo plain a Text: But it is no new 
thing for ſome men to be dazzled out of evidence 
by the too open light it appears in. What can 
be more plain, than that the Perdition of the 
Wicked is both a ſecond Death and an eternal 
one? What is the rt Death but a Separation 
of Soul frem the Body, which, notwithſtanding, 
is perfectly conſiſtent, according to Mr. Vbhiſton's 
own ſcheme, with the actual Exiſtence of the 
Soul? So the ſecond Death is a real Separation 
from Gop of both Body and Soul, which is 
likewiſe perfectly conſiſtent with a farther Du- 
ration of this Being, even according to- the 
ſame Gentleman's opinion and favourit Hypo- 
theſis. For Mr. I biſton don't himfelf pretend 
that the Wicked ſhall immediately be annihi- 
lated at the general Judgment, when this ſecond 
Death is to be inflicted ; but poſitively avows, 
that they ſhall be tormented for a conſiderable 
time after. So that having allow'd this ſecond 


Death 
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ſuffering, and ſufferi ing grievouſly ; it muſt be 
own'd an egregious forgetfulneſs in this Gentle- 
man, in the ſame breath to wreſt that ſecond 
Death to an utter diſſolution of Soul and Body, in 
the. ſtricteſt ſenſe, as he muſt mean : For other- 
wiſe he concludes nothing, and means nothing. 


It is plain then that Mr. Whifon, without per- 


ceiving it, is forced to own, in the very act of 
denial, that the ſecond Death is, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, a fate of Life. But then he denies it to 
be eternal Life, or to be in perpetual puniſh- 


ments. This opinion of his, he tells us, is more 
reaſonable : But for Reaſons he gives us none, and 


has none to give. That this Life of puniſhment, 


which the Gentleman himſelf, as I have obſerved, 


undeſignedly acknowledges to be conſiſtent with 
the ſecond more dreadful Death, is ſtrictly ſuch z 
we have it from our Saviour, who puts the Re- 
ſurrection of the Wicked and of the Good from 
the firſt Death, upon the ſame footing, with re- 
gard to their being a Reſurrection to Exiſtence + 
But calls the one a Reſurrection to Life eternal, 
the other to Fire eternal. St. Paul. is very clear 
upon this head, and poſitively tells us, that in 


the great Day the Dead ſhall be raiſed incorrup= 


fille. Nay ---- he poſitively ſays, that our Cor- 
ruption muſt put on Incorruption, and our Mortal 
muſt put on Immortality, So that, on one hand, 
the Condemnation of the Wicked plainly ap- 
pears to be what St. John calls it, a ſecond Death, 
inaſmuch as it is an abſolute Separation from the 

C only 
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hand, the Incorruptibility, Immortality, and 


Separation a natural State of Life in perpetual| 


that eternal life, that only Life worth contending 


enly true Life, from the Preſence of Gov, and 
the Glory of bis power: And, on the other 


Indefectibility of their Nature, will make that 


Miſery. Which may well indeed be call'd Death 
(and is the worſt of Deaths) in oppoſition to 


for, which he who pvercometh ſhall be crown'd 
with z and which ſhall be a perpetual guarantee 
to him from any ſecond Death, or Separation 
from Gop. 

I ſhall take no notice of the many Self. con- 
tradictions, and groſs Abſurdities, which have 
ſo largely contributed to the bulk of the Piece 
before me, ſuch as in p. 47, 53, 62, 63, and 
particularly in p. 64, where he moſt inimitably 
finds out, that no ſuch Being as we are ſhall be 
ſtrictly co-eternal with Gon @ parte poſt, or fu- 
turely; and yet that the praiſes of Gop ſhall be 
ſung by the Righteous for indefectible endleſs 
Ages of Ages. and p. 72, 81. and thoſe extra- 
vagant ones, p. 85, 98, onward, p. 104, and 
thoſe p. 107, which Jaſt muſt certainly be owing 
to ſome weakneſs in that Gentleman's eyes, not 
ſuffering him to read any more of the Texts than 
the ſcraps he there quotes, Much leſs ſhall I 
make any remarks on the pretty Inconſiſtency 
of taking the unguenchable fire, and the Worm 
which never dies, in a literal Senſe, in p. 109. 
and yet denying. the Immortality of the Soul in 
p. 72. and the Equality of it's Duration a parte 
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boft, or poſteriorly, with Gov in p. 64. To 
et theſe, and many others in that Piece, in the 
ruly ridiculous light they deſerve, would be the 
ask of a Volume rather than of a Preface. And 
I ſhall hereafter, when leiſure permits me, 
reat fully the ſacred Doctrins relating to the 


Immortality of the Soul, and the Divinity of 


the Son of Gop, which the Gentleman fo raſhly 
blaſphemes; I ſhall ſay nothing of the Latter 
ere, nor any thing mare concerning the For- 
mer: Eſpecially ſince they are not abſolutely 
pertinent to the preſent ſubject. Whatever elſe 
in that curious work may ſeem to the unletter'd 
part of my Readers to deſerve falution, is al- 
ready fully anſwer'd in the body of my Sermon. 
It might be expected that I ſhould quote thoſe 
venerable Fathers and Writers of Antiquity 
whom Mr. #/hifteu had the modeſty not to con- 
fute his own Work with; and, if it was neceſ- 
ſary, I could do it. I could quote a St. Au- 
GUSTIN, |, 21. de Civitat, Dei, c. 17. Eu- 
cbirid. c. 112, & contra Priſc. & Orig. a 
St. Gx E OOR , |. 4. Dialog. & q. Moral. 
a St. Is1DoRE de ſummo bono. ----- a St, CHR Y- 
S0STOM, Homil, 24, 50. in Mat. a St. H1- 
LARIUS, in Pſ/al. 1. and many others, But 
beſides that this would ſwell a confutation of him 
to a voluminous ſize, it would have no, power to 
confound him. For I have no reaſon to expect, 
that theſe Fathers would fare any better with him 
than St. CLEMENT, LACTANTIVSs, TER“ 
4ULLIAN, St. CYPRIAN, and Others, whom 
C2 he 


(xx) 

he has the inimitable courage to quote, and then 
to aſſure us, without being out of countenance, 
that they did not themſelves believe a word of 
what they advanced: And this he demonſtrates 
from a convincing argument, that he himſelf 
carinot believe they were in earneſt. For it is 
obiervable, that there are no Divines or Fathers, 
ſo ſerious and ſincere, ſo truly wiſe and learned, 
ſo very good and zealous for the ſafety of Souls, 
as this Gentleman, if you will take his own 
word for it. And this, perhaps, is one reaſon 
why he is ſo extremely fond of quoting himſelf. 

Tho', if I may be 1 ingenuous without offend- 
ing; I will even own, that it is a ſhrew'd mark 
with me 'of a bad Scholar, as well as an in- 
different Writer, when I find an Author railing 
againſt all who do not agree with him in Senti- 
ments, for ignorant Fools; as it is of a bad 
Phyſician, a bad Divine, or a bad Man, to 
hear the One call the reſt of the Faculty, Aſſes ; 
the Other treat his Brethren like Blockheads ; and 
the Third brand his N with the cha- 
racter of Knaves. N 
I do not mean to make any applications: 
And yet I can by no means conceal that this is 
a method very much made uſe of by that Gen- 
tleman. Whereas it would have been abun- 
dantly more ſatisfactory to his Readers, had he 
laid aſide his Compliments to himſelf, and im- 
putations of Ignorance to others; and inſtead of 
quibbling about Scripture, enter'd more deeply 
into the Subject he pretended to controvert. It 

5 he 
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he is convinced of what he attempts to prove; 
why did he not afford us one argument of ſoli- 
dity, or at leaft the appearance of one, to con- 
vince us? But this, I dare boldly ſay, he has no 
where done throughout his whole very laborious 
Eſſay: Tho? I muſt at the ſame time do him the 
Juſtice to obſerve that his Neglect is not ſo much 
to be imputed to want of Will as to want of 
Power. | 

I ſhall now diſmiſs this Gentleman with the 
ſincereſt wiſhes a Chriſtian can make, that he 
may not be brought to the fatal conviction of 
his preſent Error, with regard to the Subject in 
queſtion, and be reduced to own it, to his ſor- 
row, when too late. 
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Ps ALM LxIt. 12. 


U nto thee, O Lord, belongeth M. ercy: 
For thou rendereſt to every Man 
according to his Work: 


O render to every Man according 
to his Work, is a very equitable 
ching: To pay a good Servant 
the Wages due to him for his 
Service, according to Covenant, is but right t 
And to puniſh an unfaithful Servant, in 
propottion to the breach of his part of the 
Covenant between him and his Matter, is 
Equally right, To infiſt upon payment of 
| | the 
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mn the utwolt Farthing due ſrom an m-prins. 
io ; eipled Debtor, whom we have found to be 
6 able, but unwilling, to pay what he owes; 
| i an act of Juſtice which no one can con- 
demn : Eſpecially if the Debtor himſelf is 
an inexorable Creditor to ſuch of his un- 
+ happy Debtors as are wiſhful, but unable, 
to anſwer his demands. 
80 far then God is wreproachable i in his 
k conduct towards his Creatures, as, in con- 
= . fequence of his Covenant with them, he 
8 rewards with eternal Life the GooD ; that 
p 45 thoſe who love him and keep his com- 
. mandments; that is, thoſe who fulfil their 
wt. tt of the Covenant---- a&ive Affection, 
and uprigbt Action. For tho', when way 
have done all, they may and muſt lay, f 
are but uſele fe Servants, with reſpect to 
him ; yet in virtue of Gov's ineffable Pro- 
miſe they earn, merit, and, thro” his Grace, 
become intitled to, the ſtipulated Recom- 
nce of eternal Bliſs; which Gop's efer- 
1 nal Truth lays him under a gracious, but 
1 indiſpenſable, Obligation of conferring. 
0 In like manner, when God puniſhes the 
WICKED, flat is, thoſe who do not keep 
his commandments, and conſequently either 
do not love him, or love him only with a 
lifeleſs, fe uitl. , inactive Aff tion, and 
puniſhes them in proportion to the breach 
of. their part of the Covenant he made 
with them (Whether that proportion re- 
- quires 
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quires the puniſhment to be eternal, or 


only temporal;) he is irreproachable in in- 


flicting it. This is more eſpecially ſelf- evi- 
dent with regard to that mercileſs Part of 


the Creation, who are inflexibly rigorous ta. 


their Fellow- creatures. 
Tho' Gop could have created ſuch a 
Being as Man, without laying him under 


any poſitive Reſtrictions; and in fuch caſe _ 


that Being could not have been guilty of 
any Puniſhment, but what he incurr'd by 
violation of the Laws of Nature founded 
on eternal Truth; yet as it was at God's 
diſpoſal to lay what Reſtrictions he pleaſed 
on the Beings he was plegſed to create, and 
as he actually did lay Reſtrictions upon 
them, with a Promiſe of Reward for their 
Compliance, and of Puniſhment for their 
Diſobedience, every wilful Breach of that 
Covenant deſerves a Puniſhment propor- 
tion'd to the Greatneſs or Littleneſs of ſuch 


Breach : And Gop is ſtrictly juſtifiable in 


inflicting it. Whence it appears, that Gop 
is equally juſt, as well in the Puniſhments 
he inflicts on the Wicked, as in the Re- 
compenſe he beſtows on the Good: Both 
being the Wages due to their ſeveral Works, 
according to the Covenant made with them. 
But where is the Mercy in either? Is a 
Man merciful in paying his Servants the 
Wages he bargain'd with them for; when 
once they have faithfully diſcharged their 
| D duty? 


* 0 


On tbe Er ERNI ITV 
duty? No. They have a right to demand 
them: He is juſt to a nicety, but not mer- 
ciful, When an honeſt Man compels, by 
impriſonment a reluctant Debtor td pay the 
laſt Farthing of a debt he is able to diſ- 
charge; can his Rigor be called Mercy? 
No. He is irreproachably juſt, but in no 
ſenſe merciful. And yet in my Text the 
facred Writer attributes Mercy to Gop, for 
this very teaſon : BECAUSE he renders to 
every Man atcording to his Work , that is, 
Eternal Happineſs to the Good ; Eternal 
Miſery to the Wicked. Unto thee, O Lord, 
belongeth Mercy: rok thou rendereſt to every 
Man according to bis Work. That it is 
Juſtice in Gop to puniſh and puniſh ſeverely 
the breaches of his Laws, we can eaſily 
comprehend ; and that to afford the Tranſ- 
greſſors any means of eſcaping the ſeverity 
of his Juſtice, is Mercy, we can as eaſily 
conceive. But why ſhould their Puniſh- 
ments be eternal? Or, if they are; how 
ſhall eternal Rigor be reconciled with eter- 
nal Mercy? | 
Why ſhall the Puniſhments of impeni- 
tent Sinners be eternal? Becauſe 2 falſe 
Ballance is abomination to the Lord: But a. 
* P,ow. xi. juſt Weight is his delight. x How ſhall the 
1. Eternity of God's Fuſtice inflict thoſe eter- 
nal Puniſhments without prejudice to his 
infinit Mercy? In a moſt equitable manner: 
Inaſmuch as Mercy and Truth. ſhall 
FRY | (inſeparably) 


of the TORMENTSof HELL, 

inſeparably) before thy face, O Lord! 
— 20 = be juſt ; if Hell Torments, 
the Puniſhments of the Wicked, were not 
eternal: And Theſe cannot be eternal; un- 
leſs God is as merciful as he is juſt in in- 
flicting them. This I ſhall undertake to 
ſet in a clear light, by ſeparating Truth 
from it's Appearances, in the following 
Diſcourſe, in which 


T. I ſhall prove the Conſiſtency of this 
Doctrin from Scripture ; as well ac- 
cording to the Evidence of the Words, 
as to the Senſe they are taken in by the 

| Fathers. | 

II. I ſhall ſhew it's Conformity with 
Right Reaſon, from the Nature of the 
Inſinit Offended, of the finite Offender 
and of the 7nfinit Sati action due t 
the Former from the Latter. x 

III. I ſhall anſwer the moſt important 

Objections that can be offer'd againſt 
this Fundamental Point of Faith; and 
conclude the Whole with ſome moral 
Reflections. 


„ 0 Gop of all Power Juſtice Truth 
* and Mercy! O Gop, who did'ſt with 
* ſuch difintereſted Generoſity create us 
<< thy uſeleſs Servants to be forever infinitly 
„ happy with and in Thee: And who, to 
e enable us. to become in our own Right 
thus happy "Roy condeſcend to lift 
1 2 5 ä 
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c us to the power of ſtrictly meriting and 


te earning the Wages of eternal Life, hy 
de graciouſly entering into an ineffable Cove- 
„ nant with us, which we had no origi- 
© nal Claim to! Give us thy efficacious Aid 
ce to fulfill the Part which appertains to us: 
& For Thou, we are ſure, wil't never fail 
ce to do all which depends on thee, We 
© thank thee for the exceſs of Love with 
te which thou inviteſt us to a Share of thy 
te own Glory, by making it the Recom- 
** penſe of our otherwiſe unprofitable Ser- 
te vices, We praiſe thee for being kindly 
pleaſed to bias us to deſerve that glorious 
% Recompenſe; by adding to thy boun- 
te teous Invitations thy attracting co-opera- 
* ting Grace. And more, we glorify thee 
© for that, with farther kindneſs ſtill, in 
* order to encreaſe the powerful Bias, thou 
©. mercifully deigneſt to deter us from neg- 
© lefting to ſecure the endleſs Bliſs pre- 
* paring for us; by alloting thoſe endleſs 
£* Tortures, which muſt attend ſo ſenſeleſs 
e a Neglect. Oh then! fince thou has't 
c done for us thus much; unweariedly 
te continue to watch over us with thy Pa- 
te ternal Eye. Enlighten our Minds and 
« fortify our Hearts to make a wile, a faith- 
© ful uſe of the Free-will and Grace thou 
© has't given us towards a prudent Choice: 
* That we diſcreetly may prefer the deſi- 
* rable Juſtice of thy merciful Rewards 
cc in N 
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te jn Heaven, to the dreadful Mercy of thy 
« equitable Puniſhments in the Abyſs of 
" Hell; and not urge thee to plunge us 
© into a Ruin, which muſt be ininitly 
* miſerable and eternally durable, as, by the 
« Affiſtance of thy unalterable Truth, I 


&* ſhall now make appear. Oh grant, Dear 


© Lord, it be with general Fruit!” 


. is no ways material to my pre- 
= I I ſent Purpoſe to enquire, where the 
pPlace is in which the Wicked are 
and ſhall be tormented after Death, nor 
what are the Inſtruments of their Tor- 
ment. Once we are ſure that they muſt 
and will be tormented, it avails but little 
to know, whether the place of their 
puniſhment be in the Center of the Earth, 
as the Scripture in ſome Paſſages ſeems- to 
expreſs; or in the Air likewiſe, as from 
others may be gather'd : Whether the In- 
ſtruments of their Torture be literally exceſs 
of Heat and Cold, unutterable Darkneſs, 
&c. and the Fire and Brimſtone mention'd 
in Holy Writ, the ſame ſpecifically with 
our Fire, and the Sulphur we are acquainted 
with; or whether it ſhall be of a more 
ſpiritualized nature. It is ſufficient for us 
to know, that Gop, who created the World 
out of nothing, and governs the whole 
Creation with unlimited power, is capable 
of providing a proper Manſion of horror 
for 
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for ſuch Wretches as call upon his Juſtice for 
puniſhment ; and that the Inſtruments he 
appoints to torment them with will effectu- 
ally execute his Will, I ſhall leave there- 
fore theſe leſs material Enquiries for another 
occaſion, to attend ls to this more 
important Queſtion: © WHETHER Gon 
© WILL ETERNALLY PUNISH THE IM- 
« PENITENT WICKED? --=- AND WHE= 
*© THER HE CAN BE MERCIFUL IN sa 
D0ING?” | | 


I. If we believe the Sacred Scripture, 
and adhere to it's Meaning as well ac- 
cording to the Evidence of the Words 
as to the Senſe of the Fathers; if we 
believe it to be the Word of Gop; 
and believe Gop's Word to be immu- 
tably true; we cannot doubt of either. 


In the xxxvith. Chapter of Jos, it is ſaid 
to the Wicked: Becauſe there is Wrath, 
beware left Gor take thee away with his 
Stroke : Then a great Ranſom cannot deliver 
thee, What can we underſtand by theſe 
Words, but the Eternal Torments which 
will enſue to impepitent . Sinners? The 
meaning of the Caution is obvious : It can- 
not be to guard them againſt Death; for 
neither Wicked nor Good can withſtand 
Gop's Stroke in that ſenſe, The meanin 
then is: Beware, that is, Be prepared by 
Repentance, or in other words, Beware leſt 
be 
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he take thee away 1MPENITENT with his 


Strobe. And why, but becauſe a great Ran- 
ſom cannot deliver thee? There is no othet 


Ranſom for great or little Wickedneſs than 


the Death of Chriſt: If then this great 
Ranſom will not deliver the impenitent 
Wicked; he muſt eternally remain in the 
Slavery of fin he died in, and conſequently 
be eternally wretched, For if there is 10 
Ranſom, no Salvation for him in CHRIST 
Jesvs ; neither is there Salvation in any other 
as St. PETER, fill'd with the Holy Ghoſt, 
faid to the Jews in the ivzh, of the AFs. 
In the ſame Chapter of Jos, a little 
lower, we are told that Gop is great, and 
we know him not, neither can the Number 
of his Tears be ſearch'd out; and five verſes 
ower we are farther told, that by them he 
judgeth his People. The Number of Gop's 
years, which cannot be found out, 1s his 
Eternity; and by this ETERNITY he judges 
his People. And how ſhall this Divine Eter- 
nity make a juſt diſtinction between the good 
and bad Part of his Reople, but by judging 
the Good to an Eternity of Bliſs, the Wicked 
to an Eternity of Wee? Wherefore DAvip, 
in the ninth P/ahz, praiſed Gop for deſtroy- 
ing the Wicked, and putting-out their Name 
for ever and ever. | 
The ſame royal Pſalmiſt tells us, in the 
xith. Palm, that upon the Wicked Gor ſhall 


rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, and a lor 


rible 
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ible Tempeſt : This ſhall be the poRT108 
of their Cup. If then this is all the Por- 
tion allotted to the Wicked; this is all they 
have to expect, and the Immortality of their 
Nature fixing them to their lot, the) * 
eternally feed on the bitter bitter Cup o 
Snares, Fire, Brimſtone and Horror. And 
that this is his meaning, the holy Monarch 
expreſſes mote fully in another place, The 
Lord, ſays he, ſhall take them away in 4 
Whirlwind, both living and in bis Frath, 
that is, both living, and living in bis Wrath, 
which is eternal. The Hebrew has it more 
expreſs +, as living as his Wrath, And 
conſequently as his Wrath is eternal, ſo ſhall 
their Puniſhment be. 

David,” immediately after, to account 
for this Inflexibility of Gop's Juſtice, ſhews 
it to be an ineffable effect of his Mercy to 
the Good. For be Righteous, ſays he, ſhall 
rejoice when he ſee'th the Vengeance, | Whence 
it plainly appears, that if there were no 
other Good in it: God is at leaſt infinitly 
merciful in decreeing thoſe eternal Tor- 
ments to the Wicked who deſerve them, 
to enhance the Felicity of the Good, who 
muſt doubly rejoice in their own happineſs, 
at the ſight of what the Wicked endure. 
Not that their Joy proceeds from any cruel 


Satisfaction, or Pleaſure, in ſeeing thoſe 
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Wretches tormented; but from the Com- 
pariſon of the infinit Bliſs, they eternally 
enjoy, with the eternal Miſery they have 
happily eſcaped ; and from the clearer Sight 
which that Compariſon gives them of Gop's 
Juſtice and Mercy. For the real value of 
every thing is beſt known by cloſely com- 
paring it with it's Oppoſit. And therefore 
the inſpired Monarch ſeems to inſinuate in 
the ſame Pſalm, that the Good in reality 
wou'd not be fully ſenſible of their eternal 
Happineſs, but for this Compariſon of it 
with the eternal Wretchedneſs of the Wicked, 
which ſpirits them up to that exſtatic ac- 
knowledgment of Gop's Goodneſs : YVerily 
there is a Reward for the Righteous : Verily 
there is a GoD, who judgeth on the Earth, * Bua. 
Well then 'might David foon after in Rap- 
tures apoſtrophize Gop in the words of my 
Fext: Unto thee, O Lord, belongeth Mercy : 
FOR thou rendereſt to every Man according 
ro his Work, ” 

Thus far, Chriſtians, we have heard the 
Sentiments of inſpired David. Now let us 
liſten to him in the intervals, when Inſpi- 
Tation forſook him. David, when left to 
himſelf, was no more capable than we are, 
of ourſelves, to reconcile the for-ever of 
God's Juſtice in puniſhing the Wicked, 
with the Infinity of his Mercy. I remem- 
ber'd Gop and was troubled : I complain'd, + p 
and my Spirit was overwheln'd. I call to bvii. 

remembrance 
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remembrance my ſong in the night : I conis 
mune with my own heart, and my Spirit made 
. diligent ſearch. Will the Lord caſt-off for- 
\Þ ever? and will he be favourable no more ? 
il | Is H1s MERCY -CLEAN-GONE FOR= 
EVER? DOTH HIS PROMISE FAIL 
' FOR-EVERMORE? Hath Gop forgotten 
to be gracious? hath he in anger ſhut up his 
tender Mercies? What more could be ſaid 
1 by the Declaimers againſt the Eternity of 
| Hell Torments? Why don't the Miſcreants 
-quote this for an authority? David firſt 
calls the Mercy of Gop in queſtion: Is 
his Mercy clean gone for-ever ? And as one 
abyſs calls-on another, he preſently doubts 
of his Juſtice and Truth : Doth his Promiſe 
Ne fail for evermore? A rare Paſſage for them 
4 l ; to apply to their purpoſe of overthrowing 
Fo the ineffable Attributes of Gop? Why 
ſhould they bluſh to bring this Text, who 
are not aſhamed to pervert others much leſs 
to their purpoſe? Or why indeed ſhou'd 
they bluſh at any thing, who bluſh not to 
blaſpheme Gop from his Throne, to give 
Vice a greater authority than it already has ? 
But will this give you a right (O Enemies 
of Truth) to the Title of merciful, which | 
you are pleaſed to compliment yourſelves | 
il with? © It is unmerciful, 'you /ay, for | 
N © Go to give Sinners their Deſert. Is it 
Mercy then for Worms, for Wretches, for 
| | wicked Sinners, to rob Gop of his due ? 
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And muſt Gop be made more merciful 
than becomes him as Gop to be, merely to 
prove him leſs juſt than he really is, and 
muſt be? Oh Age! Oh Manners! How 
true is that of So LOMON; * The tender » pov. 
Mercies of the Wicked are cruel! xii, 10. 
But where is the Wonder that Men, 
enſlaved by their unruly Paſſions, and made 
feeble by long Habits of Vice, ſhou'd be 
able to reaſon no better ; when David, a 

' virtuous Man, a Man after Gop's own 
heart, was liable to the ſame infirmity, 
when left to himſelf and to the weakneſs 
of his own Underſtanding ? But the Good 
have ſtill this advantage above the Wicked ; 
that, tho', like Theſe, they are liable, by 
the frailty of their Nature, to, fall into 
Error and Scepticiſm; yet the readineſs, 
with which they captivate their Senſe to 
the lights of Faith, enables them to riſe 
again to a clearer Knowledge of Gop's 
eternal Truth. In fact, the ſame David, 
who was miſtaken by night, retracts his 
nightly errors in the day; and, by the help 
of freſh Inſpiration, is enabled to reconcile 
God's caſting off the Wicked for-ever, with 
the continuance of his Mercy, and the Truth 
of his Promiſe, + I ſaid, continues the + Bid. 
Royal Prophet, this is my infirmity : But I 
will remember the years of the right hand 
of the Moſt High. Thus the inſpired Da- 

vid is by the light of Grace lifted to ſee 
E36 thro' 
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thro' the weakneſs of his natural Reaſon 
and enabled to account for Gop's caſting o 
the Wicked rox-E VER, by reflecting on 7 
' years of the right hand of Gon, that is, the 
Eternity of his Fuſtice; that Eternity by 
which, as we have ſeen in Jos, he is to 
judge his People. And the ſame Revelation 
which illumin'd the Royal Prophet to ſee 
into the Divine Juſtice in ca/ting-off the 
Wicked for-ever, enabled him in like man- 
ner to reconcile that Juſtice with his infinit 
Mercy, by recollecting the many wonders 
he had wrought to deter thoſe Wretches 
from incurring eternal Torments, before his 
inflicting them; as well as the innumerable 
proofs of his Goodneſs, by which he en- 
deayour'd to win them to an Eternity of 
happineſs. Thou art the Gop who do'ſt 
* Bid, Wonders, ſays he: * thou has't declared thy 
Strength amongſt the People. Thou hast 
with thine arm redeem'd thy People. The 
voice of” thy Thunder was in the Heaven. 
The Earth trembled and ſhook. Thou led ſt thy 
People like à flock, by the hand of Moſes and 
Aaron. What more could a merciful Gon 
do to win Mankind from the &fernal Tor- 
ments he threaten'd to the Wicked, than 
to ſhew them his Goodneſs in redeeming 
them from Sin, conducting them as a tender 
Paſtor does his Flock, and appointing them 
Teachers to inſtruct them in s Will, and 
in the Means to execute it? What r 
cou 


of the TORNMENTS N Hem T. 5 


could he do to deter them, than declare 

his Strength to them, and demonſtrate his 
puniſhing Power in the voice of his Thun- 

der? And what leſs cou'd he do as a juſt 

Gop, than eternally puniſh thoſe obſtinate 
Wretches who wou'd neither be won nor 
deterr'd from the eternal Puniſhments he 
threaten'd them with ? Muſt his Truth fail, 

or his Mercy be deſtroy'd ? Cannot they, 

nay muſt not they, eternally ſubſiſt toge- 

ther? Yes, O Lord! Yes, ſays David * * Pſalm 
Juſtice and Fudgment are tbe habitation of — 
thy Throne ; Mercy and Truth fhall (inſe- 
parably) go before thy Face. True indeed 

it is, that thou ar't merciful, infinitly mer- 

ciful in the very caſting-off the Wicked for- 

ever, Becauſe thou Lord, ar't good, and 

ready to forgive; and plenteous in Mer 

unto all them who call upon thee. + But then + Fan 
thy being merciful hinders thee not from i. 5. 
being jut to ſuch as deſpiſe thy Forgive- 

neſs, and negle& to call upon thee. For 

as thy Mercy is everlaſting, ſo thy Truth f Haln 
endureth to all generations. | 2 
Wherefore, ſays Gop, by the mouth of 

his Prophet Is ALA, © Do not deceive | Chap. 
e yourſelves, O Mortals ; nor think to elude . 21. 
* the eternal rigour of my everlaſting Juſ- 

** tice, by truſting to my Mercy in the 

© midit of your Wickedneſs. I am mer- 

** citul: But am equally juſt, And there 


* . 
15 


— 


* Chap. 


XXVIi. 11. 


my 
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* 75 no God elſe beſide me, à juſt Gor and 
* A Saviour. There is no Gop who is a 
Saviour only, and not at the ſame time a 


Juſt Gop. For ſuch a Being could not be 


Gor, They, who vainly imagin ſo, are 4 
People of no Underſtanding : That is, a 
People whoſe Underſtanding is corrupted 
by a perverſity of Heart. And * therefore, 
ſays the ſame Prophet, He who made them, 
will have no Mercy on. them; and He who 


form'd them will ſhew them no Favour, If 
then Gop will ſhew no Mercy, no Favour 


to the impenitent Wicked; is it not plain 


that they muſt be eternally wretched? Yet 


This no, ways proves him to be abſolutely 
unmerciful, No, enough .it is for his 
Mercy, that, while they were fit Objects 
of it, he ſhew'd-it to them, by being, as 


i. the Prophet Nanvum tells us, + as flow to 


Anger. as he was great in Power, The 
Greatneſs of his Power was ſuch, that he 
might have juſtly puniſh'd the Wicked, and 
doom'd thera to feel the eternal rigour of 


his Juſtice e'er they compleated their 


Crimes, and that without Injury to his 
Mercy. How. gracipus then muſt not he 
be to wait ſo long for their Repentance, and 
how great does not his Mercy appear in the 
S$hlowneſs of his Anger & And ought not his 
Juſtice then to ſhine as great in an eternal 
3 e thoſe Wretches, whom 
no 


* 
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no Patience could gain, and no Threats 
could deter from their inflexible Obſtinacy 
in offending him: | 
Ves, ſurely, ſays the Prophet JEREMIAH, 
the Sin of theſe impenitent Sinners is writ- 
ten with a Pen of Iron, and avith the Point 
of a Diamond. *; and why, but that it - Chaps 
may never be effaced? Nay, Gop poſitively wü. 
ſays, by the mouth of this ſame holy Writer 
in the ſame place, that it never ſhall be 
effaced. Ye have kindled a Fire in my Anger, 
which ſhall burn for-ever, And how could 
this be, unleſs Sinners, who are the Fuel 
of the Fire kindled in God's Anger, ſhould 
for-ever burn in it, without conſuming ? 
This is undoubtedly that anquenchable, 
everlaſting Fire which Gop fo often ſpeaks 
of by the mouth of his Divine Son, who 
has left us ſuch repeated aſſurances of the 
Eternity of Puniſhments reſerved for the 
Wicked as render the Disbelief of it abſo- 
lutely inexcuſable. In St. MaTTHew +; Ich N 
| ſpeaking parabolically of the Vicged, he tells v. 10. 
us, that every Tree which bringeth not good 
Fruit is hewn down, and caſt into the Fire, 
And two verſes lower, comparing their 
Puniſhments with the Rewards of the Good, 
he declares them to be EvERLASTING; I + ver. 12. 
He will gather his Wheat. into the Garner; | 
but he will burn-up the Chaff with vxnquy tn- 
cHABLEE Fire, The very ſame Phraſe is 
literally repeated by St. Ly xz, And to | Chap. ii. 
. ſhew v. 17 
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ſhew how much more dreadful that Fre 
is, from the conſideration of Eternity, than 
any mere temporal Smart, he compares it 
with ſome of the moſt acute Pains human 
* Chap, Nature can be ſubject to in this Life, as 
xviii. v.8, may be ſeen in St. MATTHEw *, but more 
9. fully in St. MARKE + 3+ 1f thy Hand offend 
| can mg — cut it off : It is better 2 thee to pm 
43, to 49. into Life maim'd, than, having two Hands, 
to go into Hell, into the Fire which NEVER 
SHALL BE QUENCHED; Where their Worm 
DIETH NOT and the Fire is NOT QUEN= 
| CHED. And if thy Foot offend thee; cut it 
| off I is better for thee to enter halt into 
Life, than, having two Feet, to be caſt in- 
to Hell, into the Fire which NEVER SHALL 
BE QUENCHED; where their Worm DIETH 
Nor, and the Fire 18 NOT QUENCHED, | 
And if thine Eye offend thee ; pluck it out: 
It is better for thee to enter into the King- 
dom of Gor with one Eye, than, having two 
Eyes, to be caſt into Hell- Fire; where their 
orm DIETH NOT, and the Fire 1s Nor 
QUENCHED. For Every-one ſhall be sAL- 
TED WITH FIRE, The Repetitions of the 
unquench'd unquenchable fire, and of the 
Worm which DIES Nor, are plain Indica- 
tions of the Eternity of thoſe Punzſhments : 
A Conſideration which muſt make the cut- 
ting-off a Limb, or plucking out an Eye, 
or any other of the acuteſt pains of this 
Life, fall infinitly ſhort of thoſe which the 
Reprobate 


= 


ff te ToRMENTSof Het X. 41 
Reprobate hereafter ſhall endure in that | 
unquenchable Fire; which, as our Saviour 
metaphorically expreſſes it, inſtead of con- 
ſuming them, and putting thus an end to 
their Miſery, ſhall for-ever preſerve them 
to feel it's Rigour ; as Salt is to Meat a Pre- 
ſervative from Corruption or Decay, 

In St. MARK, * the ſame Divine Ora- Chap. is. 
dle aſſures us, that, He who ſhall blaſpbeme 9. 

againſt the Holy-Ghoſt hath never Forgive- 
neſs, but is in Danger of ETERNAL DAM- 
NATION. If he hath never Forgiveneſs ; 
how ſhall he ever be happy with Gop? Or 
how ſhall an immortalized Being never be 
happy with Gop; and yet not be for-ever 
miſerable without him? If the unmerciful 
Pleaders for unjuſt Mercy ſhould anſwer, 
that He, who is only in Danger of eter- 
© nal Damnation, cannot be actually in it: 
* And therefore, as the greateſt of Crimes 
e 1s threaten'd only with the Danger, the 
* Reality cannot be Any-one's Lot; let 
me beg leave to reply, that, if there is a 
Danger of eternal Damnation ; there muſt 
alſo be an eternal Damnation in fact: Since 
it is impoſſible to be in danger of what has 
uo Being. | 

In the Goſpel of St. Luxe, + our Savi- . Char: 
our makes Abraham tell the rich Man in ov 
Hell: Between 10 and you there is a great 
Gulf fix d; fo that they who would paſs 
hence to you, cannot: Neither can they paſs 

to 
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* Chap. 
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fo us, who would come from thence. If the 


Wicked then never can paſs the Gulph 
fix'd between them and the Good, nor re- 


ceive any conſoling Viſits from them; muſt 


they not remain eternally in their Miſery, 
ſpite of all their vain Efforts and Wiſhes ? 
— Again, | 

In St. Mar THE W, Chriſt expreſly 


xii.v. 47, compares the Wicked to the bad Fiſh, which, 


to 50. 


after the good are put-up into Veſſels, are 


thrown away. So, adds he----the Angel: 
ſhall fever the Wicked ; that is, throw them 


away like bad Fiſh, not laid aſide to be af- 


terwards made uſe of, but 7hrown away for- 


ever. This is the plain ſenſe of the Text, 
as will appear from the words at length: 
The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a Net 


hat was caſt into the Sea, and gather'd if 


every kind; which, when it was fl, they 
drew to ſhore, and ſat down and gather 
the good into Veſſels, but caſt the bud away: 
So ſhall it be at the end of the World: The 
Angels ſhall come forth, and ſever the 
Wicked from among the Fuſt, and ſhall cal 
them into the Furnace of Fire; there ſhall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, 
Agreeable to this are the Words of 


42 Theg, St. PAUL, + To you i are troubled R 
i. from 7, acute us, when the Lord Ixsus ſhall be re- 


to 9. 


deal d from Heaven, with his mighty Ar- 
gels, in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance «i 
them who know not Gob, and who obey nit 

tht 
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le the Goſpel of our Lord Jesus CnrisT; 
oh abo ſhall be puniſh'd with EVERLASTING 

DESTRUCTION FROM THE PRESENCE OF 
THE LoRD, and from the Glory of his 
Power. 

In St. Jonx, * Chriſt not only confirms Chap. v. 
this, but tells us, that the time of this Ven- 1 
geance is nigh at hand, and that None of 
the Wicked ſhall eſcape it; The Hour is 
coming, ſays he, in which all who are in 
the graves ſhall hear his Voice, and ſhall 
m come forth, They who have done Good unto 2 
*. the Reſurrection of Life ; and They who have 
done Evil unto the Reſurrection of Damna- 
tion, Now, muſt it not be own'd that 
h + both Good and Bad riſe alike to Immorta- 

Vet lity? Or, can it be denied, that the Reſur- 
'of rection of the Good is to eternal Life? This 


} the Declaimers againſt the Eternity of Hell- 
| 70 - Torments do not pretend to: Why then 
m1 | ſhall not the Reſurrection of the Bad be to 


H, cfernal Damnation? How elſe is this the 
„ Laſt Judgment? 
But our Bleſſed Saviour, to put this matter 
18 paſt all Diſpute, has given us, in St. Mar- 
N THEW, + the very Sentences which ſhall 4 Chap. 
obe pronounced on the Goop and the Bap: 4 2 
Rf | Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on his 
right hand, CoME, YE BLESSED OF MY 

* FATHER, 'INHERIT THE KINGDOM PRE“ 

= PARED FOR YOU FROM. THE FOUNDATION 
nit OF THE WORLD, T Then ſhall be ſay alſo t lid. ver. 
tle 1 unto 1, 4% 
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unto them on the left hand; DEPART FROM 
NME, YE CURSED, INTO EVERLASTING 
FIRE, PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND 
HIS ANGELS, And Theſe ſhall go into Evxk- 
LASTING PUNISHMENT ; but the Righteous 
into LIFE ETERNAL, Whence appears, that 
the Puniſhments reſerved for the Wicked, 
will have the very ſame Duration as the 
Rewards prepared for the Good, which moſt 
of our Adverſaries themſelves own .to- be 
4 eternal in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Word. 
>Ver.6,7- Farther, St. Jup, * puts the Reprobate 
upon the ſame footing, after the General 
Judgment, with the pEviLs : And the An- 
gels which kept not their firſt Eſtate, but 
[ft their own Habitation, he hath reſerved 
in EVERLASTING CHAINS ander darkneſs, 
unto the Fudgment of the Great Day. Even 
as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Cities 
about them, in like manner, giving them- 
ſelves over to Fornication, and going after 
frrange Fleſh, are ſet forth for an Exam- 
ple, ſuffering the Vengeance of ETERNAL 
FIRE, Now the excluſion of the Devils 
from the firſt State muſt be eternal: Man- 
kind having been created to fill their vacant 
Seats. As therefore, in the Day of Judg- 
ment, thoſe vacant Seats will be compleatly 
fill'd, where ſhall theſe fallen Angels find 
1 room to hope for admittance? And, if the 
"8 Devils are to ſuffer eternally, how ſhall 
3 thoſe Wretches, who are upon the faine 
| | footing, 
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footing, eſcape the like Fate? It is for this 


reaſon St. PETER * calls them Wells with- * 2 Chap. 


out water, Clouds that are. carried with a © 


Tempeſt, to whom the Mift of darkneſs is re- 


ſerved FOR-EVER, And St. JUDE ; ＋ vn Ver. 13. 


dering Stars, to whom is reſerved the black- 
neſs of darkneſs FOR-EVER. 

So expreſs are the Holy Scriptures, both. 
Old and New! Nothing then but wilful. 
Obſtinacy and Infidelity can. make thoſe 
who admit their authority, call the Eter- 
nity of Hell-Torments in queſtion. I might 
quote innumerable other Texts as plain as 
theſe I have alledged : But I think theſe 
more than ſufficient to prove this Doctrin 
irrefragable. However, I ſhall add one 


more from the Revelations of St. Joux, | t Cg. 


who, after ſpeaking of the temporal Judg- 
ment of Gop on the WickED, adds: And 
the Devil, wwho deceived them, was caſt into 
the Lake of Fire and Brimſlone; where the 
Beaſt and the falſe Prophet are, and SHALL 
BE TORMENTED day and night FOR-EVER 
AND EVER. Where it is very remarkable, 
that the Apoſtle makes uſe of the very ſame 
emphatic Words for-ever and ever, to ex- 
preſs the Duration of the Puniſbments of 
thoſe unhappy Beings, as he afterwards 
applies to expreſs the Duration of the Feli- 
city prepared for the BLESSED, of whom 
he ſays, that They ſball reign FOR-EVER 
AND EVER, From all which it is ſelf.-evi- 

dent 
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dent, that as the Reſurrection of the Good 
which our Saviour ſpeaks of in the Goſpel 
of this ſacred Writer abover- quoted, is a 
Reſurrection to Lie- eternal, ſo ſhall the 
Reſurrection of the Wicked be a Reſurrec- 
tion to eternal Damnation, : 
And however it may ſeem ſevere to ſuc 
as are but little diſpoſed to avoid the Con- 
ſequence of this Sentence, our Saviour full 
clears his Mercy in the Sequel of this Chap- 
ter: I can of my own ſelf do nothing, ſays 
he: As I hear I judge; and my Judgment is 
juſt. That is, as Gop, I cannot do any 
thing unmerciful. or unjuſt. The Sentence 
I paſs muſt be according to what J hear, 
In rewarding the Goop with . ETERNAL 
Liege, my Judgment is juſt; and in puniſh- 
ing the Wick ED with ETERNAL DAMNA- 
TION, my Judgment is ſtill juſt: And to 
Me belongeth Mercy in both; ror I render 
fo every Man according to his Work. | 
May I not then conclude this part of my 
Diſcourſe with St. Paul, in the iid. to 
the Romans: Therefore thou ar't inexcu- 
fable, O Man, whoſoever thou ar't who 
judgeft : For wherein thou judgeſt Gop, thou 
condemneſt thyſelf. And thinkeſt thou this, O 
Man, that thou ſhal't eſcape the Fudgment 
of Gop? Or deſprſeſt thou the Riches of his 
Goodneſs and Forbearance, and Long-ſuffer- 
ing ; not knowing that the Goodneſs of Gon 
kadeth thee to Repentance? But after thy 
| Hardnefs 
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Hardneſs and impenitent Heart, treaſireſt 
1h unto thyſelf Wrath unto the Day of Wrath, 
and Revelation of the righteous Fudgment of 
Gop, who will render to every Man accord- 
ing to his Deeds. N 

Thus far, Chriſtians, I have given you 
ſufficient Evidence, IJ hope, from the Pro- 
pbets, Apoſtles, and CHRIST himſelf, to re- 
concile the Fuftrce and Mercy of Gop in 
inflicting eternal Torments on the Wicked: 
And thus far I have proved this irrefragable 
Doctrin from the Holy Scripture : Which 
I have taken according to the natural un- 
wreſted unforced and obvious Meaning of 
the Words; and as they are univerſally 
underſtood by the Holy Fathers and Divines 
of the Church in all Ages. And that the 
Fathers and Divines did underſtand the 
Eternity of Hell Torments in this natural 
obvious Senſe of a proper Eternity A 
PARTE PosT, or futurely; the few Paſ- 
ſages I ſhall here give, out of the innume- 
rable many I could give (if the Limits of 
a Sermon wou'd permit) will ſuffice to re- 
move all juſt occaſion of Doubt. 


% Every-One ( /jays ORIGENES *) who * Erisr. 
te confeſſes not the Father and his Son Jeſus ad Kew 


© Chriſt to be the only true Gop is eſtran- 
© ped from eternal Life. For this Con- 
e feiſion is declared to be Life everlaſt- 
* 17g.” Whatever unfafe Opinions then 
Origenes might entertain concerning the 

_ Hor v- 
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de Mortal. 


Tate. 
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Hol v-GnosT: It is plain he ackaogs 
ledged a proper Eternity of . Exiſtence in 
human Beings, for the fetus, 

ST. CyPRIAN. ſays : * We look upon 
&© Paradiſe as our Native PAs Already 
* have we there our Parents the Patri- 
*« archs: Why then do we not haſte and 
„ puſh-on; that we may enjoy the Sight of 


- * our Country, the Embraces of our Pa- 


+ 4d Dr- 


MET. 


ti 
PsALM 
xliv. 


— 


c 


A 


rents? There an innumerable Number 
of Friends are waiting for us: Their a 
e large and copious Multitude of Parents 
© Brethren and Children are wiſhing for 


* 


our Arrival; already aſſured of their 


*© own Immortality, but ſtill ſollicitous for 
% ears. * | 

«© Neither (ſays he elſewhere +) can 
* He be othet than joyful and thankful, 
*© who, having once been ſubject to Death 
* and Mortality, is become ſo happy as to 


ec have Immortality enſured to him. See 


the ſame Venerable Father de Laude Mar- 


Hrii; if that Work be his, as it proba- 


bly is. 


« In eternal Life ( ſays St. Bas1L 1) 


* there is no more Change neither in Bod y 


*© nor in Soul: No more Contradiction of 
Thoughts; no more Diverſity of Senti- 
«« ments; no more Diſturbance to interrupt 
« the Steadineſs of a quiet Mind, No: 


„That is the Region of the Living, who 


ee perpetually exiſt in an uninterrupted 
«« Equality 
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| & Equality and Likeneſs to themſelves, in a | 
« Day which has no Night, in a Life 
te which ſuffers no Sleep or other Image of 
« Death, He. | 

St. Au ROSE * argues thus: If this De Rei 
« Life is in itſelf to be fled from, to be 
te quitted, that we may flee from Vexation, 
ws | eh reſt from Miſeries; how much 
©« more is that Reſt to be coveted, which 
re ſhall give Perpetuity to the Joys which 
* are to ſucceed our future Reſurrection ? ” 

* Where is our mighty Grievance ( /ays 
te St GREGORY Nazzanzen ) in being Oe. 10; 
© ſnatch'd from hence to be placed in a 
« State of true Life? in being deliver'd 
* from the Inconſtancies, vapourtth Fickle- 
* neſs and Surfeits of our preſent Situation, 
* to be placed in common with other per- 
te manent and unchangeable Beings, like fo 
* many exulting Luminaries, around the 
Sovereign Source of Light? 

St. CYRILL I has theſe Words: It was + In 7s 
* meet, not only that the Soul ſhould be . li. 
< lifted by the Holy Spirit to the Poſſeſſion © 7 
* of a Bleſſed Life; but even that this our 
* vile Body ſhould be render'd immortal by 
the very Miniſtry of it's kindred Senſes, 
e ſuch as the Taſting Touching, and Nu- 
« trition,” | 5 

The following Reflection is of St. PRTER 
CurySoLOGUS || upon theſe Words of !| Sermen; 
St. Paul: Every-one, who ſiriveth for the ** 

| G Maſtery, 
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Maſtery, 
And They 
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took Poſſeſſion of Immortality for their 


Di te ET TRY ITS 
ery, refraineth himſelf from all things; 
* 4 that 745 | e 2 
corruptible Crown, But wwe an incorruptible 
One. © If then ( ſays the Saint) ſome Per- 
* ſons undertake exceſſive Toils for the 
1c ſake of a periſhable Diadem; how much 
« more does 'it not behove us to grudge 
© no Labour, who have the Promiſe of a 
re heavenly Recompenſe with a Crown of 
te efernal Glory.” And a little lower: 
* The Bleſſed Martyrs [adds be) nat only 


© in the Field of Battle conquet'd the 


© Enormities of Sin, but even gain'd a 
compleat Victory over Death itſelf and 


% Recompenſe,” _ NG Ye ne 
- 'Thus far it appears that theſe Fathers 
were unanimouſly agreed in the Belief of 
a proper Eternity of the Exiſtence of 'the 
Bleſſed. And fince our Divine Lord puts 
the Juſt and the Unjuſt, the Elect and the 
Reprobate on the ſame footing with re- 
gard to the Duration of their Exiſtence: 
It is plain that theſe Sacred Authors who 


aſſerted the Eternity of Rewards prepared 


for the Former, muſt alſo hold the like 
Eternity of Puniſhments prepared for the 
Latter, But to put the Matter paſt the 
power of Equivocation, let us hear the 
expreſs Sentiments of Some of them on 
this very head. 3 


of the ToORMENT$S of Hg L I. 
The laſt mention'd Father then in anos 


ther Sermon. * ſpeaking of the Rich Man“ rr. 
in Hell, reaſons 1 What 'a Folly _ 


« was not his to expect ( ſays he) Rem 3 
* Father the Mercy he 40 denied to a 
% Brother? Have Mercy on me? What 
* had Mercy to do iy him, -to whom 
« all was al: into Matter of Torment ? 
40 Or what Relief could his Petitions ob- 
* tain from a Father in whoſe Breaſt He 
© had his Accuſer ?” | 
Now tho' this Venerable Writer be here 
ſpeaking literally 'of the Father Abraham ; 
It 1s lEevident that he ſpeaks allegorically 
of the Divine Father. Otherwiſe his Ar- 
ent would conclude Nothing, For in- 
aſmuch as all was turn'd into Matter of 
Torment for that hapleſs Wretch, by ſo 
much would Mercy have had a great deal 
the more room to interfere in his Relief; 
if (as the Saint ſuppoſes and muſt ſup poſe) | 
the immutable Truth and infinit julfice of 
Gop had not required that Matter of Tor- 
ment to be everlaſtingly irreparable: That 
ſame immutable Truth and incorruptible 
uſtice perſiſting forever as an Accuſer of 
unrepenting Obſtinacy. And that this 
was the Senſe in which the Holy Father 
mean d to expreſs himſelf appears from tlie 


Concluſion he thence draws a little lower: 
.< If then (continues he) the ſubterrane- 
* ous Priſon of Hell has an indiſputable 


G 2 Exiſtence ; 
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On the ET ERNI TY 
ce Exiſtence; if there is a xaveis ardens, a 
*© burning Fire; if there is a Hell to for- 
cc ment without end; alas! Whence this 
© our ſenſeleſs Stupidity ? Where are we? 
* What ſtrange Dream is it which ſeduces 
© us? What unaccountable Self-Abſence 
* is it which thus weds us to Death? &c,” 


St. HIE ROM is very expreſs in this Mat- 
ter, The Devil { /ays be) and his An- 


ec gels, with all who do his Works and de- 
«Cc 


ame their Brethren, ſhall along with 
© him ſuffer alike the miſerable Inheritance 
«* of eternal Fire. And if any one deny 
* that the Devils are to be confined to 
© eternal Flames; he too ſhall have his 
re part of Gop's Inheritance with him, but 
*<*ſhall receive that part in the fame Fire, 
« where he will one day fadly feel the 
«© Truth he now ſo rafhly denies” a 
*© But let any Man ſuppoſe ten thouſand 
«« Hells (ſays St. Joun CHñRVYSOS TOM ＋) 
He ſuppoſes nothing in Comparifon with 
te the being excluded from the Glory of 
« Heaven and the hearing Chriſt ſay: 7 
e know you not,” I preſume then that ten 
of the Hells of your Millenarian Dreamers, 
would be (at leaſt) nine times leſs than 
Nothing to the Idea which this Holy Fa- 
ther entertain'd of that Manſion of Horror, 
For if the Damnation of the Reprobate 
chiefly conſiſts in their being diſown'd by 
Chriſt ; and Chriſt's eternal Truth conſiſts 
2 


of te ToRNMENTS THAI I. 
in being eternally conſiſtent in itſelf; muſt 
not they be eternally difown'd by him, who 


33 


have once deſerved to be ſo, and can never 


more deſerve the oppoſit by the irrevocable 


State of their Obſtinacy in Evil? And if 


they are eternally diſown'd by him ; muſt 
they not be eternally wretched without him ? 

For, ſays St. AuGusTiN: * © In Hell 
< the Reprobate will be tormented with 
e the Sting of Repentance, but will never 
* be emended by the Converſion of their 
„ Will: They will condemn indeed their 
* own Iniquity; but with ſuch fruitleſs 
* Averſion as ſhall not make them ena- 


De Fa 
ad PET. 


e mour'd with the Juſtice oppoſit to it; 


* for this they will never more be able to 
© love or defire.” See the ſame Father 
Geneſ. lib. 8. likewiſe Serm ad Erem. and 
in innumerable other Places. - Fo 
© The Soul which is once fix'd in that 
* wretched Place ( ſays the Great St. GRE- 
% GoRY T) may well be ſaid to have loſt 
<< it's Being, without loſing it: Being com- 
«© pel'd to endure for ever a deathleſs 
« Death; a Defection which ſhall know no 
*« Defiſtence; and an End without an 
* Concluſion : Inaſmuch as it's Death be- 
© comes immortal; it's Defection becomes 
<«« indefeCtible; and it's End extended to 
an infinit Duration. And elſewhere # 
the ſame venerable Father accounts for it 
thus: The Fire of Hell being incorpo- 


* 


+ Moral. 


IV, 


t Moral, 
IX. 


- On te ETERNITY 


real, ſhall nevertheleſs corporally torture 
te the Reprobate who are thrown into it: 
te Tt is neither kindled by human Art, nor 
te nouriſh'd with combuſtible Fuel; but 
* once created, is unquenchably laſting; 
5 for it requires no Supplies Matter, 
« and can receive. no Addition to the 
« Intenſity of it's Ardour.” See the 
ſame Sacred Writer Moral viii. In illud 
Matth. viii. They ſhall be caſt into utter 
Darkneſs. Likewite Moral. xv, xxx. and 
innumerable ather Places, e 

* IThe Fire of Hell (ſays St. IsopoRE *) 


8 
* 


De Sam- *© ſhall blaze clear enough to it's wretched 


mo Bono. 


BIR 


SIX. 


iv. Dua- 
drag. 


© Inhabitants to augment their Miſery, by 
te diſcovering to them every Object which 


* may ſtrike them with Horror, but ne- 


* yer ſo clear as to afford them matter of 
* Toy in any Proſpect of Conſolation, _ 

The ſame alſo Saint BERNARD tells us in 
other Words + ** We have deſerved Hell, 
* (ſays he) where there is no Refection 
© ever to be taſted; no Conſolation to be 
c met with; no End to be come at. And 
the Reaſon for it he gives us elſewhere, 
«© + Therefore is it, ſays the Saint, that the 


7 
* 


t Erisr. „ Guilt of the unrelenting Sinner, tho' but 


253» 


* tranſiently committed will be eternally 
% puniſh'd; becauſe that Guilt, tho' very 
* brief in his execution of it, is laſting in the 
« perverſity of his Will: Inſomuch that, 
cc was he never to die, he would never 

| « defiſt 


of the TORMTNTS of Her t. 5 
it Jefiſt from Sin 1 And therefore does he 
* covet to hve forever, only that he m 
<« be capable of finning-on forever. 
The Words of Huco are likewiſe very 
ſtrong. * Hell, /ays be, is an immea- 
* ſurable Lake, -an unfathomable Deep, Pe Au- 
* fall of umparaflel'd Heat, intolerable lb. *. 
«* Stenches, and innumerable Pains. There 
«« refides nothing but Wretchedneſs, utter 
* Darkneſs, and no manner of Order, 
*''There abides eternal Horror; there, in 
« a word, there is no Good to hoped for, 
* and no Evil which may not be expected. 
I émight have added many other very 
weighty Paſſages out of the abovemention d 
Fathers and Divines; and could ſtill add, out 
of other Sacred Orthodox Writers (yet un- 
mention'd) of every Century from that of 
Chriſt to the preſent, an almoſt innumera- 
ble Number of irrefragable Authorities: 
All as expreſs and many much more ex- 
reſs than the Few I have here produced, 
in proof of the univerſal conſtant Aſſent 
of the Church to the invincible Doctrin of 
the proper Eternity of Hell Torments. But 
Theſe would ww a very large Volume 
apart: And therefore I purpoſely amit them 
to avoid Prolixity. + K 8 


IA Prolixity unpardonable in a Work, which fill bears 
the Title of a Sermon; and which therefore was preach'd and, 
at it's firſt Appearance, printed without any other Quotatiags 
chan Thoſe taken from Holy-Writ, | 

5 For 


x6 On te ETERNITY: 


For the very ſame reaſon I have fors 
born to tranſcribe, in their proper Places, 

St. JusTIN Martyr, ATHENAGORAS the 
Chriſtian Philoſopher of Athens, St. Tyzo- 
PHILUs Archbiſhop of that See, and Ter- 
tullian; who are All very ſtrenuous in the 
Support of this Doctrin: St. JusTIN. Apo- 

beg. i. p. 41, 45, 46.----- Apoleg. ii. p. 59, 
64, 67, 71, 87.----- Dialog. cum Tryph. p. 
254, 264.----- Epift. ad Diognet. p. 501: 
====- ATHENAGORAS, de Refurred, re 
tuor. p. 54: ----- St. THEOPHILUS, Epiſt. 
ad Autolic, i. p. 78; and Epiſt. ad Eun- 
dem ii. p. 110, 112, For all which Quo- 
tations ſee the joint Edition of the Works 
of theſe Fathers printed in folio at Paris 
by C. Morelle, Anno 1636.----- And Tx R- 
TULLIAN, Apologet adv. Gentes p. 48. cap. 
Xiii, and p. 79. cap. xlviii. in fin. together 
with his Paraphraſt, Zephyrus, and his 
Commentator Pamelius, to be ſeen in the 

folio Edition of him at Paris 1616. | 
| Now all theſe Authorities can mean No- 
thing, if they do not mean a proper Eternity 
of Duration belonging to Human Beings : 
Whether thoſe Beings be in a State of Glory 
hereafter, or in a State of Torment, when 
they ſhall have once left the unſettled State 
of this Life for the Permanence of ano- 
ther. And if they do mean thus much; 
can it be any longer denied, or doubted, 
that, according to the Sacred Scriptures, 
1 and 


_ of che TorRMENT3Sof HEL . 
and the Senſe. in which the Fathers under- 
ſtood them, the Torments of unrepenti 
— in N State mult be 
eee 
i" But aht can dises 
HY Men, who are, 
to give-up the very Scriptures, and Chriſt 
himſelf, rather than think of the Eternity 
of thoſe Torments, which they are but too 
conſcious of having deſerved and are not 
ſufficiently reſolved. to avoid, by _— 
tance or Amendment of of a Life which at 
preſent ſuits the Corruption of their Hearts. 
ay So the e — let us 11 55 
18 Wa. ö 30G 100% 


JL The Confarmitnof this Dogrin with 
Right Reaſon, from the Nature of the 


Viſinis . > 150 it 
eee Us 


OR 3 


The Soul of Man, In 'this acted Fate, 
is ſo miſerably immerſed. ; in Matter, Fleſh, 
and Body, that hot wh ihe. geo 
conceiving any Thought but what * 
ſome meaſure, more or leſs carnal, and 
partaking of Matter. Hence it is with 
the — difficulty, that the Mind ſoars 
to any Ideas ever ſo Uttle abſttacted from 
Matter, or from what is analagous to, and 
bears a proportion with, Matter and Fleſh. 
| Yr we can * be able to form 


perhaps, ready 


$2 


* 
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any Notions worthy the Divine Being, with- 
out abſtracting and purifying them from all 
Matter and from all Compariſon with what 
is created. To our Weakneſs, in this par- 
ticular, may be attributed all the groſs and 
miſtaken; Ideas we form of Gon and his 
Divine Attributes. And this is the Rock 
on which have ſplitten thoſe groſſy miſtaken 
Men, who, to prove Gop merciful, in the 
ſenſe in which they would have him ſo, at- 
tempt nothing leſs than to make him aut. 
Unable to ſoar to the comprehenſion of what 
be is, they would fain lower him te what 
they are. Men are ſometimes juſt, but then 
their Juſtice is Rigour, Seyerity, and tainted 
with Cruelty ; they are at other times mer- 
Ciful too, but then their Mercy is Fellow- 
feeling, Sofineſs, and canſcious Weakneſs. 
The One flows from a mixture of Fear and 
Self-preſervation ; the Other from a mix- 


ture of Fear and of Love of caſe: They 


do Juſtice not to be oppreſt by the Injuſtice 


they fear; and they thew Mercy: thro' fear 


of incurring the Miſery! they ſee before 
them, and are conſcious of being liable to, 
from the uneaſneſs they feel at the ſight 
of it. In ſhort, their Juſtice is the Strut 
of fancied Strength, and their Mercy the 
Abortion of real Weakneſs. They are never 
merciful and juſt together: For (as their 
Juſtice and Mercy flow from different Prin- 
ciples) when they are mercitul,- it is by 
73 $4 relaxing 
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kelaxing from the Striftneſs of Juſtice; and 


when they are ſtrictly juſt, it is by ſtifling 
the Yearnings of Mercy. *Tis by this rule 
the Declaimers againſt the eternal Puniſh- 
ments of the Wirked, pretend to meaſure 
the Juſtice and Mercy of Goh. They 
have no other Ideas of either than the un- 
worthy ones they form from a vile com- 
pariſon of them with their own. For want 
of giving themſelves the trouble to ſoar 
above their corrupt imaginations, they have 
no other Epithets to give the Divine Juſ- 
tice than ſevere, revengeſul, dire, cruel, &c. 
and no other Terms to expreſs his Mer 
by, than Pity, and Compaſſion : As if Gop 
could not be juſt without being cruel, or 
taking a pleaſure in puniſhing us ; and could 
not be merciful without compaſſioning or 
feeling; and ſharing with us in our Miſe- 
ries, What an unworthy Idea for Crea- 
tures to entertain of the Creator ! 

No, Gop is juſt, and he is merciful; 
but he is neither cruel nor compaſſionate, 
in the real meaning of theſe Words: He 
neither is capable of enjoying any cruel 
Pleaſure in ſeeing his Creatures miſerable, 
nor of feeling the Miſeries they endure. 
His Anger. conſiſts not, like ours, in an 
diſorderly tumult within him ; his Wrath 1s 
only ſuch an eſſential Averſion from Evil, 
as requires the removal of the Evil from 


his Preſence ; And his Mercy is no Senſa- 
1 H 2 tion 


— 
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tion of the Sufferings he relieves, but a 
abſolute Communication of his Goodneſs 
in the relief. In a word; he is not juſt 
thro' the Fear of Injuſtice, or merciful 
thro' any Yieldingneſs of his Nature to 
ſympathiſed Miſery : But he is both juſt 
and merciful; becauſe it is conſiſtent with 


the immutable Truth of his Divite Nature 


to be GG La 10 1 
lence appears the eſſential Difference 


between the Juſtice and Mercy of Crea- 


tures, and the Juſtice and Mercy of Gon. 
Created Juſtice and Mercy proceed from 
different Cauſes, have different Objects, and 
purſue different Ends; and therefore may 
exiſt ſeparate: But the Juſtice and Mercy 
of Gop iſſue from the fame immutable 
Truth, have immutable Truth for their 
End, and immutable Truth for their Ob- 
ject, as well in the Felicity beſtow'd on 
the Good, as in the Miſery inflicted on 
the Wicked; and therefore Gon cannot be 
** without being merciful, and cannot 

merciful without being juſt, It is im- 
mutably true, that the Good, in virtue 
of Gop's merciful Promiſe, deſerve the 
Glory they are crown'd with; then it & 
immutable Truth in Gop that makes him 
merciful and juſt in beſtowing that Glory, 
So it is unalterably true, that the Wicked 
claim and merit the Puniſhments which 
Gop inflicts on them, inaſmuch as they 


refuſe 


ſ 
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tefuſe thoſe mercifully promiſed Rewards, 
and chuſe the Puniſhments which he mer- 
cifully threaten'd them with, to deter them 
from Wickedneſs; therefore God's unaks 
terable Truth, makes him juſt and merci- 


ful in giving them the Puniſhments they 


have choſen, Now it is inconſiſtent with 


this immutable Truth, that Gop ſhould 


ever be good, or juſt and merciful, only by 
halves, and not render to Every-one to the 


full extent of his Deſert ; therefore it is 


immutably true, that Gop muſt inflict eter 
nal Puniſhments on the Reprobate, becauſe 
their Wickedneſs deſerves that the Puniſh- 
ment they have choſen, preferably to the 
Rewards they might have choſen, ſhould 
be eternal. | 
Every Offence is meaſured by the Ma- 
lice of the Offender, and the Greatneſs of 
the Perſon offended. An Inſult done to 
an Equal is a Crime, but becomes an Out- 
rage when done to a Maſter, adds Rebel- 
lion in a Child to his Parent, and is High 
Treaſon from a Subject to his Sovereign. It 
muſt therefore be infinit when offer'd to 
an Infinit Being. However, for this to be 
true, there muſt be Malice in the Perſon 
from whom the Inſult comes; and to have 
Malice he muſt be in Poſſeſſion of Reaſon 
and Free-will in an actual power of Choice. 
Wherefore a Child and a Changling, are 
incapable of having Malice in the true 
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Senſe of the Word; | becauſe, tho' they 
have a Will, they have not Reaſon to di- 
rect it. In like manner, a Man who is per- 
fectly campos is incapable of Malice in an 
act he is irreſiſtibly foreed to; and there- 
fore ſhould a Man in his Senſes, falling 
from the top of a houſe kill his father, or 
his Sovereign, he is not guilty of Parricide, 
or Regicide, becauſe not in poſſeſſion of 
Choice, But a Man perfectly poſſeſt of 
Senſe and Liberty, cannot commit an of- 
fence without Guilt; becauſe the Poſſeſſion 
he is in of his Reaſon and Free-will, proves 
his Aſſent to the Evil, and therefote ar- 
gues a Malice in him proportion'd to the 
Natute of the Offence. As therefore the 
Wicked muſt be ſuppoſed to be intelligent 


Free-Agents, otherwiſe they could not be 


Wicked, they muſt be guilty of an infinit 
Malice in the Crimes they commit againſt 
Go. | 
Nor will it avail, to extenuate their Ma- 
lice, to ſay, that Gop is impaſſible by Na- 


ture, and therefore incapable of receiving 


ff 


not deſtroy'd, there are no thanks due to 


any real Injury from the Crimes of the 
Wicked. It is true that Gop cannot be 

deſtroy d: But are any Attempts to deſtroy 
him leſs criminal for that? Gob is fo eſſen- 
tially Truth and Goodneſs, that were he 
not immutable, Falſity and Wickedneſs 
would deſtroy him? That therefore he is 


the 


7e d of Hex x, 


the Falſe and the Wicked, but to his own 


Divine Immutability, Should a man ſquir a 
Stone at a Glaſs, and the Glaſs not break ; 
would any Thanks be dus to the F linger ? 
He did his utmoſt ; The Stone by it's na- 
ture was ſufficiently oppoſed to the Glaſs 
to ſhatter it: And, that it did not; is not 
owing to the Man who ſquirr'd' it, but to 
the Reſiſtibility of the Glaſs. So, if I may 
be allow'd 1 compare little Things with 
great; the Prophane with the Sacred; and 
the Finite with the Infinit 3 that Cop can- 
not ſuffer any real Injury in his own Di- 
vine Perſon, all the thanks and glory is 

due to the Immutability of his nature; but 
the Malice of the-Man, who attempts to 
injure or inſult him, is ſtill the ſame: And 


| _ can extenuate the infinit Malice of. 


Far tho! a Man, as a finite limited Be- 
ing, is incapable: of producing any phyſi- 
cal Effect infinit in itſelf; yet all his Ac- 
tions, conſider'd as moral, are ſpecified by 


the Object they terminate in: And there- 


fore every 5 Oe againſt Gop which de- 
ſtroys his Grace, may and muſt aſſume an 


infinit Guilt; becauſe it is an Inſult to an 


Infinit Being, - 


| Now as it appears that Gop is eſſentially 


juſt, he muſt eſſentially require an infinit 
Satisfaction for an infinit Offence done to 
him, And this infinit Satisfaction can be 
pes him no other way than by the Of- 

fender 
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fender himſelf, or by the infinit Mecits.of 
the Mediation of Chriſt, Once therefore 
the Wicked refuſe that Mediation by dying 
in their Sin, they have no means of making 
that infioit Satisfaction, but by an infinit 
Puniſhment ſuffer'd in their own Perſons; 
And as the Finiteneſs of their own Naturg 
renders them incapable of ſuffering a Pu- 
niſhment infinit in the bulk, that Puniſh» 
ment muſt be infinit in reine of Dunggon, 
and conſequently eternal. 
Again, thoſe very Puniſhments. they 
ſuffer are Something created, and therefore 
cannot be infinit in any other Senſe chan 
the Infinity of their Duration. 
Thus then it appears, upon the whale, 
that if wel. _ the Nature "ape: Ir 
it Off of. the finite -O 
11 far > Sati gfactian — the Fore 
mer from the Latter, the Torments of ** 
Wicked muſt be eternal. 
Io reconcile this Infinit Puſtice 1 in Gon 
* with the Infinity of his Mercy, it will ſuf. 
1 fice to reflect, that the -Iyfinit Mercy of 
4 Gop, places before the Wicked eternal 
i Happineſs, or Miſery.;; gives them Power, 
Means and Aid to chuſe the Former; and 
often, even after their chaſing, the Letter, 
A offers them. the Mediation of his holy Son 
5 for a Satisfaction of the infinit Offence they 
1 commit in chuſing the Latter: And is low 
. in Anger, to give them the ſufficient Tune 


(and 


of te FoxRmENnNTtTSogf HELL, 
fand more than ſufficient) to accept that 
Mediation. If then they reject all this, and 
efer an Infinity of Torments to an eternal. 
elicity, and their own future miſerable Sa- 
tisfaction for their Crimes to the ſaving pre- 
ſent Satisfaction of Chriſt; is it not Mercy 
as well as Juſtice in Gop, to reward them 
with their own Option? What Greater Mercy 
can a merciful Judge ſhew, than to give a 
Criminal the choice of his awan Sentence? 
Gop therefore is infinitly merciful at the 
ſame time as he is inflexibly juſt; in reward- 
ing the Wicked with thoſe infinit Puniſh- 
ments which they inflexibly chuſe, earn} 
and prefer to infinit Felicity. To this, if 
we add the enhancement of Felicity which 
the Good receive from the compaxiſon of 
their eternal Happineſs, with the eternal 


Miſery of theſe Wretches; we muſt be 
loſt to all Grace and Shame, if we do not 


glorify Gon and acknowledge him to be 


equally as merciful as he is juſt in inflicting. 


eternal Torments on the Wicked: Convinced 
with the Royal Pſalmiſt, that, 2270 thee, O 
Lord, belongeth Mercy: rox _ thou rendereſl 
to every Man, according to his Work, 

But ſome Men are not to be convinced. 
Their Wiſhes, or their Fears, ſtand them 
in the ſtead of Conviction : Every Fallacy 
of their weak Underſtanding is with them 
a Demonſtration : And the Texts of Scrip- 

ture they leaſt comprehend are the moſt 
BI L irrefragable 


— 


6 


Oil ETenxnrrTy 
irrefragable Authorities they have to butt 
upon, However, that they may have 2 


room to plead Ignorance as an excuſe for 
wu CULT let us examin 1 


III. The moſt important Objections 
which can be offer'd againſt this fun- 
damental Point of Faith; and con- 
clude the whole with Foy moral 
Reflections. 


„Let us repreſent Gon to darf de 
F* antecedent to the Creation, deſigning to 
= form intelligent Beings. What KY we 
sé preſume 74 the State of ſuch 
« Being oduced and to iſſue from 
* the . ha | hands of a Creator 
de fectly y in himſelf, but that ty 
10 likewiſe Chould be made as happy as 
* their finite Capacities would admit them 
te to be? For what other end could a ſelf- 
70 ſuffiſing independent Being, incapable of 
receiving any addition to his own Feli- 
** city, have, in forming Creatures to his 
t own likeneſs, than that of making them 
* as happy as they could be?“ Thus ſet 
out our modern Sticklers againſt the Eter- 
nity of Hell-Tormentsz and thus will I 
fairly ſtart with them, to examin what can 
be inferr'd from this Suppoſition ? ; 
Why truly, ſay they, there is no place 
Le for . * but — and Hap- 
pine ſs. 


of be TORM EN ts it x 17 
dc pineſs. The pure and perfect Gop cane 
te — do any —— what is ſo. 
True And what then? Is not Juſtice 
and Puniſhment, when due, equally good 
with Benevolence and Happineſs, where 
merited ? The pure and perfect Gop then 
is equally good in puniſhing with Juſtice, 
as in rewarding with M | 


Io return then to the Creation; If we 


ſuppoſe, as indeed we ought, that Gop 
from all Eternity decree d the Creation of 
intelligent Beings, to enjoy #ftrmal Happi- 
neſs ih as ample a manner as their Nature 
would admit of; we muſt ſuppoſe that he 
decree'd them to be perfectly free : Fin, 
becauſe nothing can be perfectly happy 
without perfect Liberty; and, ſecondly, be- 
cauſe without perfect Liberty they could 
not have purchaſed that eternal Happineſs, 
nor poſſeſt it in their own Right: A 
Condition without which their Happineſs 
would have been but Half-Happineſs, ſince 
no Felicity we hold as a mere unmerited 
Gift is equal to That which we poſſeſs in 
ſome meaſure in our own Right. In con- 
ſequence then of Gop's deſigning his in» 
telligent Creatures to be as happy as they 
could be, it was neceſſary he ſhould decree 
them to be created in ſuch a State as might 
enable them to poſſeſs their Happineſs in 
their own Right, by purchaſing it. Now 
Mankind being but Creatures at the beſt, 

. I 2 and 


£ 
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| and of finite Capacities, could not poſſibly 


be in a State of purchaſing infinit Felicity 
in the moſt perfect manner, but by aged A 


laying them under Reſtrictions, and 


miſing them that Felicity as a Reward for 
complying with theſe Reſtrictions. And if 
the Promiſe of rewarding their Compliance 
with infinit Felicity could be any Induce- 

ment to them to obey him; the Threat of 
poniſhing their Diſobedience with infinſt 


Miſery muſt add a farther Inducement to 


their — This neceſſarily implies, 


that Men muſt be created Free- Agents, and 


abſolutely able and provided with means to 
obey, or diſobey, the Commands Gop lay d 
upon them. For whatever is not perfectly 
free and able to act, or not act, cannot 
merit Reward, or Puniſhment, for obey- 
ing, or dilobeying. To prove then that 
the Decree of eternal Puniſhments is no 
ways derogatory from, but, on the con- 
trary, an ineffable effect of Gov's infinit 
Goodneſs; it will be ſufficient to reflect, 
that Gop created Man to be eternally happy 
in his own Right, and to avoid eternal Mi- 
ſery, if he ſo pleaſes; and created him in 
a ſtate, and with means, ſuited | to that 
purpoſe. 

But why did not Gon. create Man 
* incapable of diſobeying him; and con- 
*« ſequently deſerving eternal Puniſhment ? 
x: Would Not That —_ been more con- 
* aſtent 


if thi Tor'MenTts of Ws rx x, 


: . "way err. wrilewy tft refs p 1 
« ſiſtent with infinit Bounty and Benevo- 


„„ ˖— 1 2 : 
I anſwer, no: for Fin ' reaſon 0 aſ- 
ſign'd. Man could not be compleatly happy, 
wikout beid 10, in ſome theafure, by ns 
own Right, in virtue of Gop's Promiſe x 
He could not merit Happineſs, in virtue 
of that Promiſe; in ſo compleat a manner 
as he now can, without a Free-Will to 
obey, or diſobey, Gop's Commands; and 
therefore it was more conſiſtent with Gop's 
infinit Goodneſs and, Benevolence to create 
him-free to Good and Evil. .For tho' the 
Liberty, efſential to abſolute Merit, be 
merely that of acting or not acting, and 
not that of doing Good or Evil; yet the 
conſideration of Liberty to do Good, or 
Evil, muſt greatly enhance the Merit of 
ſuch mere Men as, being free to both, re- 
ject the Latter, and make choice of the 
Former, in Obedience to the Grace given 
by Gop to direct them in their Choice. 
Notwithſtanding which, Chriſt moſt per- 
fectly merited, in the ſtricteſt Senſe; tho” 
he could not ſin. For in the Inſtant of 
his Incarnation he was eſtabliſh'd in Sanc- 
tity by that Divine Hypoſtaſis under which 
both his Natures ſubſiſted. And as his Di- 
vine Nature, thus divinely ſubſiſted, was 
eternally and naturally entitled to that im- 
menſe Self-Happineſs which, . from all 
Eternity, it enjoys; fo his Human Nature, 


from 
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from the Inſtant of his Incarnation, in vies 
tue of that hypoſtatic Union, became emi: 
nent iy entitled to 1 in the molt per- 
fect manner poſſible, by poſſeſſing, i in it's 
own Right, e fulneſs of Bliſs, it now en⸗ 
Joys, to all 3 And therefore a Li- 
berty to Evil was ſo far from being tequi- 
ſit in Chriſt to merit; that it could not 
even have enhanced his Merit, or, in the 
leaſt, added to the eminent Ri ght he had 
to Glory. Nay, ſuch a Ln: was in- 
compatible wid his Nature, conſider'd in 
it's bypoſtatic Circumſtance. For thus con- 
Hder'd, his Will and the Divine Will were 
in an unalterable conformity ; and there- 
fore tho Chriſt had the Liberty of not 
afing, if he had ſo pleaſed, what he po- 
Litivel did act; yet if he had choſen 5 
10 1 his not 2g would have been 
equally from a Principle of Goodneſs, be- 
cauſe it would have proceeded from rhe 
Conformity of his Human Will to That of 
his Divinity. But, with regard to mere 
Man, the Caſe is quite different. 'There is 
not that intimate Conformity between his 
and Gop's Will: And tho', conſider'd ab- 
ſtractedly, he might abſolutely merit with- 
out a Liberty of Contrariety, as the Di- 
vines call it, hat is, without being free to 
Good or Evil; (the Liberty of Contradic- 
tion, that is, the Liberty to act or not ad, 
be alone eſſential to Merit in itſelf) ne- 
vertheleßß, 
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vertheleſs, if we conſider Man under the 
preſent Diſpenſation, and ſubje& to the 
poſitive Law of Gop; it was abſolutely 


neceſſary for him, in order to merit, that 


he ſhould have a Liberty of Contrariety, 
or a Liberty to Good or Evil: Not becauſe 
this Condition is eſſential to Liberty in it- 
ſelf, but becauſe a Creature, ſubject to 
Gop's poſitive Law, when bid to ac, could 
not abſtain from acting, without diſobey- 
ing the Command of Gop, and conſe- 
quently doing Evil; and therefore could 
not be free to act, or not af, without a 
concomitant Liberty to obey, or d:ſobey, 
that is, without being free at the ſame time 
to Good or Evil. 

Neither does this Liberty imply any eſ- 
ſential Weakneſs and Frailty in which Men 
were created, No: Gop created them 
ſtrong and upright : Placed eternal Life and 


i _—_ — 


ww — * 


rr 


might enjoy the Former in their own Right 
by virtue of his Promiſe ; he enter'd into 
a gracious Covenant with them ; gave them 
a Free-Will to fulfil or break their part of 
the Covenant; and, to attract them to the 
Choice of the Former, he gave them a 
ſufficient portion of Grace to determin 
their Free-Will. It was then the Perfec- 
tion of infinit Mercy in Gon, when he 
decree'd the Creation of a Free-agent, to 
decree, from the fame eternal Period, a 

| ſufficient 
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eternal Death before them: And, that they 
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mufficient portion of Grace and Means to 
guide him to an advantageous Choice of 
the ample Happineſs he was deſign'd for; 
and, as a double inducement to him to 
make uſe of that Grace and thoſe Means, 
to decree an Eternity of Bliſs to the proper 
application of them, and an Eternity of 
Torments to the abuſe of them. And if 
Mankind, in defiance of that Mercy, will 
neither be enticed to eternal Happineſs by 
eternal Promiſes, nor deterr'd from eternal 
Miſery by eternal Threats ; mult Gop there- 
fore be deem'd leſs merciful for being juſt ? 
Or muſt he derogate from eternal Truth 
and Juſtice, to favour Criminals, who 
have voluntarily renounced all Mercy for- 
ever, by voluntarily perſfiſting in Offences 
which eternal Truth has ſtampt with eter- 

nal Reprobation ? _ 
Yes, truly; if we believe the Declaimers 
_—_ God's eternal Juſtice, * For, ſay 
ey, the Eternity of Hell-Torments de- 


5 ſtroys itſelf by it's own ſtrength; gives 


* the Lye to the voice of univerſal Na- 
« ture, of Conſcience, and even of Com- 
© mon-Senſe: All which unanimouſly 
** conſpire to bear witneſs to the infinit 
% Goodneſs of. Gon. But this is en- 
gaging with a Phantom. Where is the 
Wretch who denies the infinit Goodneſs of 
Gop? Or how does that infinit Goodnefs 
contradict the Eternity of Hell-Torments ? 
| Why 
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* « Why truly, ſay chey, boundleſs Benig 
© nity, as that of Gop is, 25 
© to do good to every Creature, as far as 
“ This is capable of receiving it. 


Very good ! who denies all this? But muſt 


the ſweet Effects of his Goodneſs therefore 


extend to thoſe Wretches who are inca- 


pable of receiving it? Has it not already 
been clearly proved, that the 7nflexibly 
Wicked have voluntarily put themſelves out 
of the reach of Mercy, by prefering the 
eternal Threats of eternal Miſery, to the 


repeated Opportunities and Offers of in- 


finit Happineſs? And muſt the infinit Juſ- 
tice of Gon, which requires an eternal Sa- 
tisfaction for an infinit Offence, never take 
_—_ but always ſubmit to the infinit Ma- 
ice of an Offender, who dares his Juſtice, 
and contemns his Mercy? Shocking illuſion ! 

„But how then (add they) can the 
© Divine Goodneſs be vindicated, in many 
* inſtances, which are of a nature unde- 
e niably evil, and which we, to our own 
* ſad misfortune, feel; particularly his ſuf- 
« fering Men to fall into that direful Con- 
dition, into which they precipitated ſoon 
« after the Creation? 

This our Adverſaries themſelves anſwer, 
by refunding all in the unſearchable Good- 
neſs of Gop, And this Matter, they al- 
low, may be placed in a Light, where it 


will be eaſy to 1 Adam, freely de- 


viating 
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viating from the Felicity he was placed 
in, could not but fall into Evil; and that, 
having done ſo, it was but right, Man's 
Condition ſhould have a tincture. of the 
Choice he had made. So that what we call 
Juſtice, and they call Severity, is but the 
natural Effect of the bad diſpoſition Man 
has more or leſs freely contracted. 
* Now this iſſue, /ay they, could not be 
revented, without inverting the Order 
of things, that 1s, (as they certainly muſt 
mean) MAN'S FREE-WILL, Whereas 
ſuch an Inverſion could not but have been 
© inconſiſtent with the Divine Goodneſs, 
* and might poſhbly have been a greater 
* diſadvantage to Mankind, than any thing 
«© they have now to complain of. 

Our Adverſaries will, by no means, have 
it conſiſtent with the Divine Goodneſs to 
invert the Order of Things, as far as it 
may relate to Man's Free-will ; becauſe 
they are Parties concern'd in it themſelves, 
and are ſenſible what a miſerable ſtate they 
muſt be in, was that Order inverted, and 
Man diveſted of Liberty to Good and Evil. 
But, becauſe they are loth to ſubmit to the 
ill conſequences of their abuſing and miſ- 
applying that Free-will; they would fain 
have Gop give-up the infinit Satisfaction 
due to him for infinit Offences, however 
inconſiſtent it be for his Divine Goodneſs, 
to invert the Order of his Juſtice and 

; Truth, 
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Truth. Such are the groſs Inconſiſtencies 


attending on Error and Ignorance ! 
However, to remove this abſurdity out 


of ſight, they think it ſufficient to ſay, 
that * What the Divine Goodneſs never 


46 fails in, is, the ſetting all Engines to 


« work for repairing the damage Man has 


« done himſelf, ” 

This is ſtrictly true; and ſo true that he 
ſpared not his only-begotten Son, but ſacri- 
ficed him to the ſame ineffable purpoſe. Vet, 
as this was done without inverting the Order 
of Things, and conſequently without the 
leaſt info ringement upon Man's Free-will ; 
Man is (till left at 7 to make. uſe of, 
or to reject, thoſe Means of reparation as he 
1 And, in conſequence of that Liberty, 

e may either merit, by Grace, the good 
effects of that Reparation; or muſt incur 
the eternal Puniſhments due to his obſti- 
nacy in reſiſting the Engines which Gop 
ſet to work for that Reparation: And it is 
inconſiſtent with the Order of Gop's Good- 
neſs and Juſtice, not to reward or puniſh 
him accordingly, for the one or the other. 

But according to theſe falſe Reaſoners, 
the Reparation which the Divine Goodneſs 
does, and mult ſet all Engines to work for, 
15 nothing leſs than A GENERAL REST0= 
RATION OF ALL MANKIND. So that, ac- 
_— to them, Man muſt be abſolutely 
K 2 free 
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ſtanding their having 


 OntheErynantty 


free to ſerve or flight his Maker ; and the 


Almighty Maker, in virtue of his Promiſe, 
muſt be (as he is efernal Truth) under 
an abſolute obligation of rewarding the 
Good with eternal Rewards for his Service, 
and (tho' he is infinit Truth) muſt be 
abſolutely bound to make it up with the 
Wicked by a General Reſtoration ; notwith- 
wilfully and obſti- 
nately offended him, in ſpite of his threat- 
ning them with eternal Torments. Is there 
any Conſiſtency in this? Is there either 
Religion, Equity, or even Common, Senſe 
in it? Is not this pulling Gop from his 
Throne to raiſe Man, wretched Man, to 
a more abſolute ſtate of Freedom than his 
Maker? Man muſt be infinitly rewarded 
for finite uſeleſs Services: Go muſt not 
be infinitly ſatisfied for infinit Inſults? Oh, 
how true is it, that the tender Mercies of 
the Wicked are cruel ! | 

Yet the Sticklers againſt Divine Juſtice are 
not contented with ſtopping here : One abyſs 
calls-on another ; and they have no other re- 
fuge from the former Abſurdity, than by 
running into a worſe, They pretend to vin- 
dicate this ſelf- contradicting Doctrin, by 
recurring to the Purpoſe of the Creator to 
render all Men happy. © This Intention 
of the Almighty, /ay they, it is certain, 
* muſt ſome time take place: And fince 
ce it 


, 


of te Toxments HII. 77 
© jt obviouſly does not in this Life; it evi- 
„ dently follows, that it's Accompliſh- 
* ment is reſerved for that to come. 

I might anſwer this Objection, with obs 
ſerving, that the Wicked are generally happy 
in this Life: They have already their Re- 
ward, as our Saviour ſays: * And as their St. Mar, 
Wickedneſs intitles them to no farther Re- 
ward; they have no room to expect any 
Happineſs in the next Life. But let us ſee 
to what length they carry their abſurdity. 

6 Truly, they ſay, Man being miſerable 
& from his very birth, and even in the 
* Womb of his Mother; Goodneſs, or 
© indeed Juſtice, requires that the Happi- 
© neſs he was made to enjoy, ſhould in- 
e fallibly be ſometime his Portion. Nay, 
% we may even preſume, that boundleſs 
“ Goodneſs will make their tranſient State 
ce of Evil, an enhancement of their final 
% Good: So that, by the, experience of 
*« pain, they will be ſuſceptible of more 
te exquiſit pleaſure than they could have 
*« been without taſting of it. Such are 
the prepoſterous Lengths to which Error 
leads a Man who is weak enough to be 
hood-wink'd by it! If this were the caſe; 
who would not chuſe to be wicked ? For, 
does not this Syſtem place the Micbed upon 
a much better footing than the moſt faith- 
ful of Gop's Servants? The Wicked are 
; 10 
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On tle ETE®RNITY: 


to engroſs all the Pleaſure and Proſperity 
in this Life, as it is undeniable matter of 
fact that they generally do; they may re- 
bel againſt the Laws of Gop, and their 
Reward is to be certain tranſient Torments, 
which ſhall enhance their eternal Felicity : 


| While, on the contrary, the Good are to 


ſuffer all manner of Ills in this life, and 
when they have faithfully obey'd the Will 
of Gop, they are to be puniſh'd with a 
Degree of Flappineſs, inferior to that of 
the Wicked, for want of it's being in- 
hanced by the like Torments, to thoſs 
which the Wicked tranſiently ſuffer'd. I 
call the tranſient Torments of the Wicked 
a REWARD: For, in ſuch caſe, they would 
be ſo, inaſmuch as they would be the 
Means of enhancement of eternal Felicity; 
as the Felicity of the Good could not but 
be a PUNISHMENT, when compared to 
the greater Felicity they had unjuſtly loſt, 
I fay unjuſtly; for ſure the eternal Felicity 
of the Good ought rather to receive an 
enhancement than That of the Wicked, 
Hence, I hope, it appears ſufficiently, what 
a motley Attribute our Adverſaries endea- 
vour to make the Divine Goodneſs, by 
excluding from it the eſſential Conſidera- 
tions of his Juſtice and Truth. How ab- 
ſurd then muſt this Notion of Gop's Good- 


neſs appear, and how oppoſit to that of 
| David, 


of the TOoRMENTS THAI I. 


David, when he cry'd out: Unto thee, O 
Lord, belongeth Mercy; rox thou render'ſt 
to every Man according to his Works. 

But, to anſwer this Objection more di- 
realy, let us recall their own Principles. 
The Purpoſe of the Creator, to render all Men 
happy, could not tend 70 invert the order of 
Things : That being, according to their own 
Syſtem, inconſiſtent with Divine Goodneſs. 
As therefore this Purpoſe of Gop no ways 
infringes upon Man's Free-w1ill; Man could 
not be made happy without being willing to 
be ſo. Gop's Purpoſe therefore of making 


all Men happy by their Free-will, leaves 


them perfectly free to be happy if they will; 
but cannot force them to be ſo, without 
inverting the Order of Things. And there- 


fore God's Purpoſe of making Free-Agents 


happy, is no ways fruſtrated by ſome Free- 
Agents never being happy : Becauſe it was 
equally his Purpoſe that they ſhould be free 
to be happy or miſerable, as they pleaſed. 

So that his Intention always takes place in 
this World as well as in the next: Inaſ- 


much as he intended, that, if they perſevered 


in willing to be happy, they ſhould be fo 
eternally ; and if they inflexibly will'd to be 
miſerable, they ſhould eternally be ſo. 

But to extricate themſelves from this 
invincible Chain of Truths, they ask : 
* Would it not be worthier of Immenſe 
* Goodneſs, to exempt Man from all man- 
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© ner of Puniſhment after this life; finch 
* he was form'd for Bliſs ?” 
Here they attempt to anſwer theaxdplves, 
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3 « All the Perplexity of this Argument, 
jt te ſay they, ariſes from the Narrowneſs of 
1 cc our own Underſtandings. It amounts to 
5 * this: Why did God make Man a Free- 
W * Agent? for a contined Liberty, is no 
" Liberty.“ 

. And may not this Anſwer be retorted 
3 on themſelves? Would it not be worthier 
. of Immenſe Goodneſs, not to ſuffer Man 
3 to be eternally miferable, who was form'd 
* for eternal Bliſs? No, it would not, Why 
WU did Gop make Man a Free-Agent, but 
„ that he might be compleatly happy to all 
* Eternity, by meriting ſo to be? And to do 
5 this, muſt he not be free to do Works 
9 | worthy eternal Life? But how could he be 
14 free to do the Good commanded, with- 


out being free to deviate from it, and ſo 
do evil? For @ confined Liberty is no Li- 
berty. And is not the Conſequence plain, 
that, if Man, making uſe of his Free-will 
to obey the Will of Gop, merits, in virtue 
of this Divine Promiſe, eternal Felicity; 
he ſhould, in like manner, deſerve eternal 
Miſery, in virtue of this Divine Threat, when 
he wilfully perſiſts in diſobeying him ? 
But the Sticklers againſt the Erernie 
Hell-Torments, think to elude the *. 


« theſe Truths, by quibbling about he 
Terms 
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Tertns thoſe Threats are expreſt in. © The 


& Terms NEVER, EVER, EVERLASTING, 


e ETERNAL; ſay they, are plainly equi- 
te vocal; of various Significations, and fre- 


* quently denote no more than a very long 
te or indeterminate Duration.“ 

This is very true : But what then ? 

* Why there is no Neceſſity therefore, 
Joy theje wiſe Reaſoners, from their ge- 
* nuin Import, to take them in a rigid 
te and unlimited Acceptation, in thoſe places 
*© where they are made uſe of to figure out 
de the Puniſhments of the Wicked.” 


Let us then ſee what Appearance of Rea- 


ſon there is for ſo voluntary and bold 
aſſertion. 


In the place then, I anſwer, that the 
Doctrin of the Eternity of Hell-Torments, 


is not merely built upon theſe and the like 
Terms in Holy-Writ, but on the neceſſary 
Connection of Juſtice and Truth, with 
Mercy in Gop; on the Infinity of his Na- 
ture, of Man's Malice, of the Satisfaction 
due to the Former from the Latter ; and on 
the Inſufficiency of Man to pay that infinit 
Satisfaction by any other Means after death, 
than by the infivit Duration of that Satis- 
faction: All which, demonſtrably prove the 
Neceſſity of Hell-Torments being eternal. 
Wherefore, whether thoſe Terms be equi- 
vocal or univocal: 2 they had been 
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* Mat. 


+ Mat. 


XVIII. 
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"4s Holy Writ or not; it would ſtill be 


unalterably true, that the infinit Malice of 
the Wicked againſt an Infinit Being, muſt 
be atoned for by a Satisfaction infinit in 
point of Duration, when the finite Nature 
of the Offender would not admit of a Sa- 
tisfaction infinit in the Bulk, which is the 
caſe of the Wicked after Death. * 

In the next place, tho', where the Sa- 
cred Scripture ſpeaks of Things in their 
nature temporal, and of Tranſactions of 
this life, the Terms NEVER, EVER, EVER- 
LASTING, ETERNAL, and the like, are, 
and muſt be taken in a leſs rigorous Senſe 


than the natural Import of them implies, 


and can mean no more than à very long, 
or indeterminate Duration ; becauſe Eter- 
nity cannot be * within the compaſs 
of Time: Yet, with regard to the future 
Puniſhments of the Wicked, they can be 
taken in no other than the rigorous and 
natural Senſe of them. For this reaſon, 
the chief Torments of the Wicked will 
not begin to the end of the World; when 
their Bodies and Souls ſhall be united, to 
partake the Reward they jointly contri- 
buted to deſerve, In the end of the World, 
ſays Chriſt, *® The Angels ſhall ---- ſever 
the Wicked from among the Fuſt. In the 
Day of Judgment, THE LAST DAY, when 
time ſhall be no more, Chriſt tells us, + that 
| Wo he 
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He will fay to the Wicked: Go ye curſed, 

into EVERLASTING Fire. What other 

Senſe then can everlaſting be here taken in, 

than the rigorotis and natural one. Can 

everlaſting mean na more than a very long 

and indeterminate Duration, when y—_ 

at a Period when Time is at an end, and 

on the point of being abſorb'd in Eternity, 

in the twinkling of an Eye? * 
Beſides is not this confeſſedly the Loft 

1 How then can the everlaſting 
orments, the Criminals are condemn'd to, 

be revoked by any Judgment 1 to 

it? Can the Lat Sentence ſuffer an A 

peal? If ſo; it is the 4% and not the /2ft : 

An abſurdity too great to need any Confu- J 

tation. The hapleſs Wretches are enterin 

upon the verge of Eternity, loaded with 

their Sentence of everlaſting Miſery ; and 

Time, in the inſtant of it's deſtruction ; 

What other Duration then have they to 

expect their Miſeries to be meaſured by, 

than that of Eternity? Whither can they 

appeal from the /a/? Sentence, to be 

upon them? Or, how can their everlaſting 

Miſery be revoked, without a freſh Sen- 

tence, which, after the LAsT, there is no 

room for ? | | 

{ Again, St Joux, “ tells us, that the De- Rexel 

vil, the Beaſt, and the falſe Prophet, ſhall * 
be tormented in the Lake of Fire and 
{ | L 2 Brimſtone 


- 
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Brimſtone e and ever. And the 
very ſame Expreſſion he makes uſe of 
the laſt Chapter to expreſs the Duration in 
the Felicity of the Good: They ſhall reign 
| for-ever and ever. St. Joux makes no dif- 
ference between the Duration of the Felij- 
city of the Good, and the Miſery of the 
Wicked. The Expreſſions are equally ſtrong, 
nay, the very ſame; and can be. wreſted 
to no other than the rigorous and natural 
Senſe of them. From. all which it evi- 
dently appears, that the abovemention'd 
| Terms muſt, be taken in their rigid and un- 
Iimited Acceptation in thoſe places, where 
they are made uſe of to figure out the future 
Puniſhments of the Wicked. * 
Still do theſe Enemies to Divine Juſtice 
and Truth (unwilling barefacedly to deny 
the invincible Evidence of ' Sacred Scrip- 
ture) attempt to wreſt Gop's Word to 
their own Purpoſe, and pretend to pro- 
duce many Texts capable of deſtroying the 
genuin Senſe of thoſe we have alledged. 
Hit, our Saviour Chriſt is "fd, in 
+Chap.iit. © the Acrs of the Apoſtles, + to come ta 
21 4e roflore all things. Then, ſay they, a 
te general Reſtoration of All, — Good, 
© and Wicktd, muſt and will be brought 
about. 


dee the Preface, p. xii. for a farther Anſwer to this Objec- 


tion. 


- 


of th TO RNMENTS HEIL 1; 
This I have already anſwer'd in what I 


have ſaid to the Allegation of Gop's crea- 
ting Al to be happy. For tho' Chriſt came 


to reſtore ALL ; let it ſtill be remember d, 


that he came not to invert the Order of 
Things, nor, conſequently, to deſtroy Man's 
Free-wlll : And therefore, tho' his general 
Deſign and End was the Reſtoration of 
All; yet it was to be a Reſtoration of Free- 
Agents, and in courſe muſt include a Li- 
berty in thoſe Free-Agents to benefit by 
this Reſtoration or not. And thus his In- 
tention is no ways fruſtrated by ſuch as 
reject his Reſtoration, 


55 


But St. Paul expreſly ſays: * As in 1c. vi 


* Adam ALL die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhal! ** 


* ALL be made alive. Therefore, ſay our 
te Adverſaries, as it is paſt all diſpute, that 
te in Adam ALL die; it is no leſs certain; 
* that in Chriſt ALL "ſhall be made alive. 
But is it not plain, from the very Words 
themſelves, that the Apoſtle here com- 
pares not only the Means, but the Manner 
of uſing them? How did ALL die in Adam, 
but by the Abuſe of Free-will? And can 
ALL be made alive i in Chriſt in any other 
manner than by a right uſe of that Free- 
will? The Words Xn St. Paul then im- 
port no more than, that, as ALL, by Free- 


will, died in Adam, their Wills being emi- 


pently contain d in bis; fo, even ſo (ſays 


the 


8 | On the ETERNITY 
the Apoſtle) that is, in the ſame manner, 
ſhall ALL be made alive in Chriſt by their 
Free-will. But dare our Adverſaries ad- 
vance, that Chriſt came to foree Men to 
Life againſt their Will? Or dare they fay, 
that it is conſiſtent with his infinit Juſ- 
tice and Truth, or conſequently, with his 
Mercy, to redeem to Life Such as inflex- 
ibly perfiſt in rejecting his Redemption and 
Mediation? 

But { ſay our Adverſaries) the Words 

Bid. yer. © .of the Apoſtle * are a ſtrong confirma- 

* 5* tion of this (pretended) Reſtoration: THE 

LAST ENEMY THAT SHALL BE DE- 

ce STROY'D 1s DEATH. Is the Separation 

e of the Soul from the Body the Death 

© here deſign'd ? No { ſay they) for after 

** the coming of Chriſt, there ſhall be nd 

more room for That. 7 

A pretty Reaſon to be aſſign'd by! Men i in 

their Senſes! Becauſe, after Chriſt's Coming, 

which is the end of Time, there ſhall be 
no more room for the Separation of the 

Soul from the Body; therefore that Separa- 

tion cannot be the laſt Enemy deſtroy'd ! 

To give a ſtronger Inſtance of their Wiſ- 
dom, or rather Weakneſs, theſe Sticklers 
for a general Reſtoration, alledge a farther 
proof of the Death here © mention'd not 
being temporal: Which is ( /ay. they) 
that the inſpired Writer ranks rs 
« the 
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of the ToxMeEnTsf Her, Bi 
te the Enemies of Gop : Whereas tempo- | 
te ral Death is really his Servant. | 

But let me ask theſe Sophiſters : Whe- 
ther the Death of the Son of Gop could 
be call'd a Friendſhip done him? And is 
not the Separation of Soul and Bedy till 
an Enemy to Gop, while it debars his be- 
loved Elect of the full Enjoyment of the 
Bliſs they are deſtin'd to? True indeed it 
is, that Death is his Servant, employ'd in 
executing his Orders: So is the Devil. But 
is Either leſs oppofit to the final End of 
his Goodneſs? What egregious Trifling 
then are our Adverſaries compell'd to have 
recourſe to! | 

The 54th. Vetſe is a plain Confutation 
of their Miſ-conſtruction of this Text: 
Where the Apoſtle expreſly fays: When 
this Mortal ſhall have put on Immortality; 
then ſhall be brought to paſs the Saying which 
is ritten: DEATH SHALL BE SWAL- 
Low'D UP IN VicToRyY. Here the Apo- 
ſtle in plain terms tells us that, when Im- 
mortality ſhall render the Soul and Body 
inſeparable ; then Death, that is, that Se- 
paration of Soul and Body ſhall ceaſe. Yet 
theſe confident Triflers are not aſhamed to 
uote this very Verſe to prove that St. Paul 
| not mean by Death the Separation of 
Soul and Body. Was a Child to reaſon in 
this manner; our Adverſaries themſelves 


would 


9B , ce ET ERV ITV 

would think a Rod more proper than Ars 
ments to confute him. 5 
Nevertheleſs they lay great ſtreſs on the 
Exclamation of St. PAT: Oh Death where 
is thy Sting! Oh grave! where is thy Vic- 
tory? © If Death and the Grave, ( /ay 
&* they) have no other Sting than Sin, and 
te this Sting muſt be deſtroy'd ; does it not 
* thence follow, that Hell; which depends 
« altogether upon it, muſt be deſtroy'd 
* alſo?” Who told our Adverſaries that 
Sin will be deſtroy'd ? ---- Not the Apoſtle. 
He only asks a queſtion, which he himſelf 
has ſolved. Sin 1s paſs'd into immortal Sub- 
jets; who before were mortal; but now 
are immortalized, and their Sin with them, 
Death conſequently has loft it's Sting in 
Immortality, and therefore muſt ceaſe. But 
does it therefore follow that Sin muſt alſo? 
No, on the contrary : Sin is the perpetual 
Worm of the Wicked, which fhall never 
die in their inflexible Hearts: But when It 
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g js is ſeparated by a State of Immortality from 
-Þ$ natural Death ; that Death itſelf muſt die, 
1 and have no more dominion over them. 
1/4 Well then might the Apoſtle cry out: O5 
WW Death! where is thy Sting? 


Thus far I have anſwer'd theſe miſtaken 
Advocates. for unjuſt Mercy, according to 
their own Senſe of the Apoſtle's words. 
But if they will allow us the Liberty of 

| | underſtanding 


a. A __ 


CCC .EÞ © nth oth act Dt. a 


WY. Fry WW ww 


of the To RMT HET I. 
underſtanding Death, in a ſomething more 
than literal Senſe, as it is a Separation of 
the Man from Gor, the fountain of all 
Life, and not a meer Separation of Soul 
and Body; it muſt be own'd, that the un- 
happy Objects of Divine Wrath are erer- 


nally ſubject to a ſecond more (oh infinitely 


more!) dreadful Death, the Sting of which 
they muſt and will perpetually feel, How- 
ever, as this does not ſeem to be the A 

ſtle's Meaning in the paſſage in queſtion, 
where he is manifeſtly talking of temporal 
Death, the only Death which could loſe it's 
STING, and which he tells us receiv'd it's 
STING, that is, all it's Power, from six; 
it is plain, that the Apoſtle's Senſe muſt be 
That in which the ſoundeſt part of Divines 
and Interpreters have underſtood him ; .and 
that he is ſpeaking with reference to thoſe 
thrice happy Saints, who triumph over 
Death by a glorious Reſurrection to im- 
mortal Felicity. Neither can St. Paul's 
words be naturally applied to any other 
Senſe, as appears from what immediately 
precedes; Death is fivallow'd up in vic- 
TORY: Which is ſtrictly true in thoſe 
Bleſſed Souls; ſince in them Death abſo- 
lutely loſes it's s TIN OG, hat is, all the 
power it received from sIN; hat is, in a 
word, the power of ſeparating their Bodies 


and Souls, and keeping them from their 


ultimate 
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Oz the ETERNITY 


ultimate perfect Union in Gop. But what 
does all this infer againſt the Eternity of 
Hell- Jorments? 

Yet St. Paul. is farther quoted in the 
Firſt to the Colgſians, * © Where he de- 
« clares the good pleaſure of Gor, ſa 
te 7hey, in ſending his Son into the World, 
© tobe, that by lum he might reconcile ALL 
. things to himſelf.” 

But was This to be done by inverting 
the Order of Things, or by any Infringe- 
ment on Man's Free-will? No.. . This 

our Adverſaries own to be inconſiſtent with 

Divine Goodneſs: And therefore J ſhall 
content myſelf with the Anſwer I have 
already pivep to the like kind of Argu- 
ment. 

Rut the ſame Apoſtle, in the ſame 
* Chapter, calls Chriſt, the Firſt- born of 
© every Creature, that in all things he might 
& have the Pre- eminence 
N Very true: And is he not? No one de- 
nies him to have the ſame ſovereign Pre- 
eminence over the Powers of Hell, as over 
the Good, and the Powers of Heaven. 
What then? Muſt the Wicked therefore 
be reſtored, whether they will or not ? 

. ſay our Triffers : Becauſe in the 
e xvith. Verſe it is faid, that all things that 


te were made by him, were alſo created for 
10 him, 


This 


bf te TORMENTS N Her . 91 
This is undoubted Truth, but no ways 
toncludes for our Adverſaries; unleſs they 
can prove that Chriſt is not plorified in his 
Juſtice to . the Wicked, as well as in his 
Bounty to the Good, which they will find 
a difficult Task to engage in. Chriſt, as I 


have already faid, created ALL for his 
Glory: And, whether, by their free Choice, 
they become eternally happy, or eternally _ 
wretched ; as he provided ALL with Means 
to enjoy Felicity, he is equally to be glo- 
. ried: Inaſmuch as nto him belongeth 


| Mercy; rox he renders to every Man ac- 
cording to his Work, 


It is again urged: © Chriſt is the Firſt 
. « Fruits of the Creation: Now if the Firſt 
% Fruits be holy; the Lump alſo is holy 
e & And if the Root be holy; fo are tbe 
f « Branches.” * Fa. 
f I heartily wiſh theſe fond Quoters of 


St. Paul would be fair in their Quotations, 
If they were; they would quote the whole 
Senſe of him, and not ſtifle what deſtroys 
the Tenet they mean to ſupport. St. Paul 
here talks of the Bulk and Branches while 
they continue in the ſame Perfection with 
the Firſt Fruits. But then he expreſly tells 
us, that ſome Branches are cut-off. Well, 
ſays the Apoſtle, becauſe of Unbelief they 
were broken-off : But thou ſtandeſt by Faith. 
Be not high-mingded, but fear: For if Gop 
„ ſpared ; 
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On the ETERNETY 


ſpared not the natural Branches; take heed, 


leſt he alſo ſpare not thee. Behold therefore 
the Goodneſs and Severity of Gop : On them 
which fell, Severity; but towards the Good- 
neſs, if thou continue in his Goodneſs, What 
is there in all this Text to favour a general 
Reſtoration of the Wicked? St. Paul tells 
us that Chriſt, the Firſt Fruit, is holy, 
and the Bulk and Branches are the ſame, 
while they are like him. But then he tells 
us that there are many Branches, which, 
for want of that Likeneſs, are cut off: 
He tells us (Gentiles) that we are in- 
grafted in their place; and while we perſiſt 
in a Likeneſs to him, we ſhall partake of 
his Holineſs : But bids us beware not to - 
imitate thoſe perverſe natural Branches, he 
Fews, who were cut-off thro' Unbelief. 
For that Gop is good, but then he is juſt 


too: And that to them, who uſe their 


Free-will to fall, he deals Severity; as he 
does Goodneſs to them, who are free to 


perſevere. Indeed, he afterwards tells us, 


that the Jews, i, they abide not in their 
Unbelicf, ſhall be grafted-in again: But 
they are left to their Free-will to be in- 
grafted, or not; and if they reject it, muſk 
they not be cut-off for-ever ? 

% No, ſay our Adverſaries. Chrift asd 
ce all the Ends of the Earth for his Inberi- 
« tance; and why, but ts reconcile them 
« #0 Gopt?; | 


But 


of the ToxMENTsSoF HEI L. 


But let me ask them in turn Did Chriſt 
ask to reconcile Free-Agents with preju- 
dice to their Freedom ? * No (they muſt 
te anſwer me) + This is inconſiſtent with 
* Divine Goodnefs. Then they are al- 
ready anſwer'd. For if Free-Agents, whom 
he pray'd and ſtrove to reconcile, inflexibly 
withſtand his reconciling Mediation ; can 
He, in juſtice, or mercy, force them to 
Reconciliation? Such weak Refuges are 
our Adverſaries reduced to! 

Yet theſe Disfigurers of Gop's Juſtice, 
Truth, and Mercy think they have ano- 
ther ſtrong Hold to retire to, in the 5th. to 
the RoMANs: © Where ( /ay they) the 
% Words of the Apoſtle are very clear: 
© As, by one Man's Diſobedience, Many 
© were made Sinners; ſo, by the Obedi- 
© ence of one Man, Many were made 
© Righteous. The Word MANx, in this 
te place (continue they) undoubtedly com- 
te prehends all Mankind. ALL were made 
&« Sinners by Adam: Therefore ALL ought 
* to be made righteous by Jeſus Chriſt. ” 
To this I anſwer, irt, that it is falſe 
that ALL were made Sinners by Adam, for 
Chriſt himſelf was not: Secondly, ALL are 
not to be made Righteous in a different 
manner than they were made Sinners, 
Wherefore, as they were not made Sin- 
ners with prejudice to their Free-will ; they 

are 
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On th ETERNITY 
are not to be made righteous unleſs they 
pleaſe: And, conſequently, as it is too 
ſadly true, that Many have not made uſe 
of their Free-will to be made righteous by 
him; it is ſadly as true, that Many will 
not be made righteous by his Obedience, 
Many then cannot ſtand here for ALI. 


Mankind. And tho' all do not become 


Righteous ; Chriſt's good Intention is not 
thereby fruſtrated : As he intended not to 
invert the Order of things, or force the 
Free-agency of Man, Nor will it be ta 
their purpoſe to urge what the Apoſtle 
adds in the ſame Chapter, that «where Sin 
abounded, Grace did much more abound. 
For by This he meant no more than to 
diſplay the Riches and Strength of Gop's 
Grace, in oppoſition to the Poverty and 
Weakneſs of Man's Free-will. Man's Will 
yielded, and let Sin abound, notwithſtand- 
ing that he met with no Reſiſtance, but 
what he had power to conquer: Whereas 
the more abundant Grace of Chriſt con- 
quer'd the Heart of Man, notwithſtand- 
ing the Reſiſtance of his Free-will, by 
moving him, as St. Auguſtin ſays ſomewhere, 
to do willingly what be had a Free-uill to 


Thus far I have anſwer'd, I hope, to 
the ſatisfaction of all unprejudiced Minds, 
the moſt material Objections, which are, 

or 


of tte ToRMENTSof HE LI. 
or can be, brought againſt the Eternity of 
Hell-Torments; and exploded the falſe 
and dangerous Doctrin of a general Reſto- 
ration. Heaven forbid I ſhould be ſo cruel 
to conceive any pleaſure in the Reflection 
on the endleſs Torments of my Fellow- 
creatures, No, Could I, without injuring 
the Juſtice, Truth, and Mercy of my Di- 
vine Maker, change their eternal Puniſh- 
ment into a temporal one; I ſhould be as 
willing to do as the moſt (pretendly) 


compaſſionate of my Adverſaries. But muft 


the Divine Attributes be reaſon'd away, 
to make room for unmerited, unaccepted, 
nay rejected Compaſſion? Or will the 
aſſerting the Torments of Hell to be only 
temporal ſuffice to make them ſo? | 


Gop has expreſly acquainted us, that, 


when he takes away the Impenitent with 


his Stroke, a great Ranſom cannot deliver 


them; — that he will judge them by the 
Number of his Years, that is, by his Eter- 
nity ;---- that the Portion of their Cup ſhall 
be Fire and Brimſtone ; an everlaſting Lake 
of Fire and Brimſtone, which ſhall tor- 
ment them for-ever and ever; — that he 
will take them off into it, in a whirlwind, 
living in his Wrath, and as living as his 
Wrath, and the Fire kindled therein: And 
leſt in our infirmity we ſhould, with Da- 
vid, reflect on his Mercy in fo doing, he 
Warns 
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On the ET ERNNIT V 


warns us not to lay too great a ſtreſs on 


his Mercy alone, for that it is inſeparable 
from his Juſtice and Truth. For tho' he 
is flow to Anger, and plenteous in Mercy; 
yet his Truth endureth to all Generations, 
and Both ſhall go inſeparably before his 


face: Inaſmuch as he is ever, and in all 


reſpects, a juſt Gop, as well as a Saviour, 
and 4 falſe Balance is as great an abomi- 
nation to him, as a juſt Weight is his De- 
light. We are aſſured, that in the Laſt 
Day, when Time ſhall ceaſe, and Eternity, 
fathomleſs Eternity, take place; he will 
come to judge the God and Bad: That the 
Former 'fhall riſe to the Reſurrection of 
Life, the Latter to the Reſurrection of 
Damnation: And that his Judgment will 


be juſt, when he ſhall fay to the Former 


+++. Come, ye Bleſſed, &c; and to the Lat- 


ter: . Go, ye Curſed, into everlaſting 


Fire. A dreadful Sentence this, and ſo 
much the more ſo, as it will be the 14% 
Sentence, which conſequently ean admit 
of no Appeal. Yet, all dreadfal as it is, 
is not Gop to be glorified in it for the 
Equity of his Judgment? Yes, * he 
By and for his Mercy too, 


What 


Covenant with them, in virtue o 


of te TO RM EN TS THAT Tt. 


Wbat (at once) more equitable and mera 


ciful, than to render to Every-One ac- 
cording to his Work? Gop moſt liberally, 
without any intereſt to himſelf, created 
Men Free-Agents, that they might be 
Sharers in his eternal Felicity, and enjoy 
Happineſs in their own Right, by purcha« 
fing it of Gop. And to help them for- 
ward to this End, enter'd into a gracious 

5 which 
they might become entitled to the Bliſs 
they were created for. And to induce them 
to fulfil their part of the Covenant, and 
thereby lay his Divine Goodneſs under an 
ineffable Tie of Mercy and juſtice to ful- 
fil his part, he promiſed eternal ſoy to their 
Obedience, and threaten'd their Diſobedi- 
ence with eternal Woe: Adding a ſufficient 
portion of grace and means to win and 
allure this Free-will to the better Choice, 
and to wean it from preferring preſent pre- 
carions empty fleeting Pleaſures to future 
certain fold and never ending Joys, 
What more could a juſt Gop do? And 
what leſs could he do as a' merciful One, 
than leave the Free-will of Man, whom 
he had thus ſtrengthen'd, uncontroul'd in 
it's Choice? If then, after all this, Man 
inflexibly perſiſts in preferring eternal 
Wretchedneſs to eternal Happineſs; is it 
not equally merciful to ſentence him to 


N what 
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what he prefers? But how much brightef 
ſtill does this Mercy appear ; when we, ſee 
the Divine Bounty affording him freſh 
Means of revoking his Choice, by ſacrifi- 
cing his only Son, and offering to accept 
his Blood, as a Mediation and Attonement 
for the former Obſtinacy of Man in re- 
jecting the Grace and Means to Salvation; 
which he might have made uſe of but 
rejected? What ſhall we ſay; when we 
ſee man obſtinately bent to refuſe this in- 
effable Condeſcenſion ? We muſt own, that 
his Malice and Perverſity is an infinit In- 
ſult to the infinit Goodneſs of Gop, and 
that Gop ſhews himſelf a merciful Being in 
not controuling the obſtinate Wretch ; and 
ſhews himſelf a juſt One in requiring the 
infinit Satisfaction due for the infinit Inſult 
committed againſt him. And fince that in- 
finit Satisfaction can be paid no other way 
than by infinit Duration ; the conſequence 
will be, that it behoves Gop, as a juſt and 
merciful Being, to decree the Offender thoſe 
eternal Torments he has been pleaſed in- 
flexibly to make choice of, 

All the Arguments brought to prove the 
contrary, tend only to deſtroy Juſtice and 
Truth in Gop, or Free-will in Man : Both 
which being more than viſible Abſurdities, 
carry their own confutation with them, 
And the Texts of Scripture wreſted againſt 


the 


of the ToRMENTSof HELL, 
the orthodox Doctrin of the Eternity of 


Hell-Torments, are ſuch as only ſerve to 


confirm the Belief of it: They tend on 
one hand to Jjofily the Divine Mercy in 
inflicting . 2 out the Pati- 
ence of Gop, A, 

neſs, Tien leads the Wiel ta Repen- 
tance, by Forbearance, Long-ſufferin 3 
offering them efficacious Means of N ere 
ciliation; and, on the other hand, render 
the Wicked inexcuſable i in deſpiſing the Riches 
of his Goodneſs and, after their Haraneſs 
and impenitent Hearts, treaſuring-up ta 
themſelves Wrath unta the day of Wrath and 
Revelation of the . righteous Judgment of 
Gop, who will render ta every Man ac- 
cording te his Deeds. 

And now, I preſume, I have fully de- 
monſtrated the Neceſſity of 3 the 
Eternity of Hell-Torments to be perfectly 
conformable, not only with the Juſtice and 
Truth, but even with the Mercy of Gop; 
and have proved the Conſiſtency of this 
Doctrin by Revelation from Scripture, ac- 
cording to the evident Import of it's Words 
and the Senſe in which the Fathers have 
underſtood them; by Right Reaſon, from 
the Nature of the nfinit Offended, of the 
finite Offender, and of ws infonit Satif= 
faction due to the Former from the Latter ; 
and finally, by the very Objections which 
our Adverſaries make againſt it, 
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How long then, O miſguided Triflers, 
will ye perſiſt in your error? How long 
will ye ſhut the eyes of your Underſtand- 
ing to the full-beaming Rays of Gop's in- 
effable Truth? And how long will ye be 
cruel in the falſe Tenderneſ of your Mer+ 
cies? Or ſay CHRIST TANs! Will you ſuf- 
fer the Reaſonableneſs of your Faith to give 
way to the Quibbles and Abſurdities of 


_ theſe Enemies to Truth and Reaſon? Can 


you anſwer it to your own Conſciences, 
to join ſuch a feeble Troop in the attempt 
of pulling Gop from his Throne of Judg- 


ment and Juſtice, to ſet-up the Powers of 


Vice in his ſtead, and give Wickedneſs, 
Rebellion and Anarchy a more extenſive 
and reſiſtleſs dominion? No, rather let us 
glorify Gon in all his ways: Let us ac- 

nowledge the inſufficiency of our Under- 
ſtandings, to fathom his unſearchable My- 
ſteries: And, if hitherto we have con- 
ceived any Notions unworthy ſo adorable a 
Being; let us confeſs our Infirmity with 
David, With him, let us praiſe and mag» 
nify thee, and gratefully own, that Lt 
thee, O Lord, belongeth Mercy; vox thou 
rendereſt to Every- One according to his 
Work. * 8 


Wu ar then, Chriſtians, remains for us 
to do, but ſeriouſly to weigh the Conſe- 


quences flowing from theſe infallible Truths? 


The 


8 : 

of the ToRMENnNTSof HELI, 

The Horror, with which you ought to 
look down on the Miſeries of a future un- 
happy State, ſufficiently appears from the 
extraordinary pains which evil Men take 
in attempting to argue away the Eternity 
of them. Why all this labour to diſprove 
the Eternity of Hell- Torments? Can it 
ariſe from any other ſource than a corro- 
ding Conſciouſneſs of deſerving them? 
When a Man, in any purſuit, is in dan- 
ger of what he cannot conceive without 
dread and diſmay ; if he will continue his. 
Career, he has but one of theſe two means 
to have recourſe to: Either to remove the 
Danger, or to lefſen his Fears. Hence, 
when a Man, in the ſearch of Pleaſures 
forbidden by his Maker, reflects on the 
Terrors of a future State conſequential to 
his lawleſs purſuit; what has he to do, 
but either to remove the Danger by relin- 
quiſhing that purſuit, or to lull his Fears 
by leſſening the idea of the Object which 


creates them? Thus Wicked Men, who are 


inflexibly bent on their Pleaſures, will not 
make choice of the former, and therefore 
muſt have recourſe to the latter. Puniſh- 
ments, they are ſure, will, one day, be 
their portion ; and very ſevere ones. The 
Voice of Guilt, loudly ſounding in their 
Conſcience with perpetual dins, leaves them 
no room to doubt of it. Bat then thoſe 
— | Puniſhments 
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On the ETERNITY 


Puniſhments are future ones, of an unde- 
termin'd nature; and are not ſo obvious to 
their Senſes as the preſent Pleaſures they 
have in view; and therefore not ſo ſtriking, 
What then have they to do? Relinquith 
their Purſuit and remove the Danger they 
will not: Purſue their Pleaſures while the 
Terrors of ſuch and ſo certain Puniſh- 


ments ſtare them in the face, they can- 


not: This Terror therefore is to be de- 


ſtroy'd, by changing the Idea of it's Ob- 


jet. While they look upon the Miſeries 
they fear as eternal, everlaſting and with- 
out End; their Reaſon, however corrupt, 
tells them, that fleeting Pleaſures cannot 
be worth purſuing at the expence of efer- 
nal Wretchedneſs: And as the Will can- 
not embrace any Object, nor come to any 
Choice without direction from the Mind ; 
they are kept in ſuſpence between the in- 
flexibly fancied Good and the dreaded Evil, 
But as ſoon as the terrifying Conſideration 
of Eternity is removed from the Idea of 
thoſe Miſeries; the Terror vaniſhes along 
with it: Fleeting Miſeries are not ſtrong 
enough to deter them from the purſuit of 
fleeting Pleaſures: Theſe are preſent ; de- 
termin'd and ſtriking: Thoſe but future, 
undetermin'd and unable to ſtrike the Senſes, 
becauſe not obvious to them : And there- 
fore, that the Will, irrevocably bent 8 

the 
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the violation of God's Laws, in the pur- 
ſuit of forbidden Pleaſures, in ſpite of al 
his Promiſes and Threats, may not be 
ſtopt in it's Career; corrupt Reaſon is call'd- 
in to it's aid, in order to remove every Idea 
of the Eternity of, Hell-Torments in favour 
of Vice. 

Such are the wretched Grounds on which 
are raiſed the Batteries againſt the Eternit 
of Hell-Torments. But, alas, how indiſ- 
creetly do the Wicked act! Since the Eter- 
nity of theſe Torments is ſo horrible to 
them to conceive; why will they not ra- 
ther deſtroy both the miſerable Eternity 
and the Miſeries of it, by deſtroying in 
themſelves that Wickedneſs which may 
otherwiſe be the Cauſe of both? Muſt 
they not be obliged to own this a more 
effectual and a ſurer way of doing it, than 
by barely attempting to deſtroy the Belief 
of it? Whether thoſe Torments are to be 
eternal or not; ſure they are, that they 
will be proportion'd to their Crimes, and 
inexpreſſibly greater than the Pleaſure thoſe 
Crimes are capable of giving. But if they 
ſhould be, as it evidently appears they muſt 
be, eternal; how wretched will not their 
Caſe be; when fad Experience ſhall, with 
feeling, dreadfully feeling Demonſtration, 
convince them of their Error ! How will 
not they then with, and with in vain, that 


they 
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they had not ſuffer'd their Minds to be 
beguiled by the corruption of their Hearts 
And how, alas, will they curſe the time 
when they deluded themſelves and others, 
by attempting to diſprove the Eternity of 
thoſe Torments which irrevocable, immu- 
table, eternal Juſtice forces them (but ah 
too late!) to own and feel without Re- 
medy, without Meaſure, and without End! 
What will Quibbles then avail them ? Will 
they ſerve to remove their Miſeries or re- 
voke their Sentence? No, they. will only 
ſerve to redouble their Wretchedneſs, by 
adding, to it the ſociety of Others, whom 
their Illuſions ſhall contribute to make as 
wretched as themſelves. | | 

Notwithſtanding the univerſal Belief of 
all Ages Nations and Religions in the Eter- 
nity of Miſeries allotted to the Wicked; 
ſome Men are fo irrevocably bent on Vice, 
as not to be thereby deterr'd from com- 
mitting Evil. How much wider then will 
not Wickedneſs ſpread it's dominion; 
ſhould the dangerous daring Doctrin pre- 
vail, which aſſerts thoſe Miſeries not to be 
eternal? Some indeed there are, it is to 
be hoped, virtuous enough to purſue the 
dictates of Conſcience and Religion inde- 
pendently on any Fears of eternal Tor- 
ments, ſpirited by a more generous Love 


and Gratitude to their Maker and Redeemer. 
| | But 
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But how many more are not there 


among the degenerate race of Mankind, 
whom nothing leſs than an Eternity of Pu- 
niſhments will deter from offending him? 
They, whom an Efermty of Torments 
will not reſtrain from committing ſome 


Inſults againſt Gop, would refrain from 


none, were thoſe Torments to be chan 
into temporal. And thoſe whom nothing 
but eternal Miſery can keep in order, how 
ſhall Tempora puniſhment render ſubject to 
Gob's Laws? What an endleſs Multipli- 
cation of Sins and Sinners muſt neceſſarily 
enſue then; ſhould the ſcandalous Syſtem 
of a general Reſtoration in defiance of cter- 
na Truth and Juſtice obtain credit? 
But ſurely, O beloved Fellow-Creatures, 
you will ſhew yourſelves more worthy of 
that Grace, that Reaſon, and that Good+ 
ben ſe, with whieh Heaven has endow'd you, 
than to ſubject it to Abſurdity ? Surely, 
O CuRIsTIANS, you will ſhew yourſelyes 
more grateful to your Gop than to rob 
him of his Power, to beſtow it on Vice} 
Shall the Almighty Creator have made 
Man out of nothing, to be eternally happy; 
and not have a right to puniſh him infi- 
nitly for infinitly inſulting, inſtead of ſer- 
ving, him? CurisTiaAns! If you have 
any ſenſe of Gratitude in you; you will 
not allow that a Worm, a Reptil, a No- 
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> On te ET ERNI 
thing, ſhall dare to inſult this Infinit Be- 
ing, without deſerving an infinit Puniſh- 


ment. Shall you, in return for his having 


made you what you are, attempt to make 
him leſs than what he is? Shall- you, to 
{ſcreen a rebellious Inſet from the infinit 
Puniſhment he deſerves for the infinit In- 
ſult he has inflexibly perſiſted- in againſt his 
Maker, diveſt Gop of that immutable 


Truth and Juſtice which are inſeparable 


from his Mercy? Heavens forbid! The 
Littleneſs and Contemptibility of the Of- 
fender, rather enhance than | excuſe the 
Guilt of his Offence. So much the more 
diminutive the Perſon who dares offend 


this Infinit Being, and ſo much the more 


dependent he is on this Being; ſo much 
the greater Malice, Arrogance and Guilt 
that Littleneſs argues in the Offender, For, 
however frail he be by Nature; Gop has 
ovided him with ſufficient Means to raiſe 
im above the frailty of Nature. This 
then is more then ſufficient to render every 
Criminal inexcuſable, who inflexibly per- 
fiſts in offending him; and to vindicate 
the Divine Mercy from every ſhadow of 
Cruelty in puniſhing with eternal Tor- 
ments the infinit Malice of Crimes, com- 
mitted in defiance of his Grace, Ah let 
us never therefore preſume to harbour the 
leaſt Thought of ſiding with ſuch mali- 
| cious 
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cious Offenders againſt ſo lenitive a judge. 
No : Rather let us praiſe and glorify this 
equitable merciful Judge as well in the 
eternal Torments he infſicts on the Wicked, 
as in the never-ending Felicity he beſtows 


on the Good. Yes, we will: O juſt and 


gracious Gop. We will magnify thee in 
thy Deeds without ceaſing: We will give 
thee Glory Praiſe and Thanks without 
Meaſure: And will own aloud, that Unto 
thee, O Lord, belongeth Mercy: rox thou 


rendereſt to every Man according to. his 
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